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Abstract

King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been paid tribute to and presented with many
international awards as the world’s “Development King.” Throughout 60 years of His
Majesty's reign, there have been over 3,000 royally-initiated projects for country
development and improving the livelihood of his subjects. This research is
intended to investigate His Majesty’s concepts in royally-initiated urban, community
and architecture development, especially among those projects that are vital and
beneficial to social and national development. It covers royally-initiated projects in
urban development and improving quality of life regarding traffic and transportation,

flood mitigation, improvement of water quality, the provision of open spaces for

92

Academic Contributions over 40 Years: Professor Dr. Vimalsiddhi Horayvangkura



urban areas; rovally-initiated projects in self-reliant community development,
community development through knowledge management, community development
in enhancing spiritual and social cohesion; including royally-initiated projects in
royal architecture and religious architecture development. Applicability analyses
focus on the potential of rovally-initiated development models as well as on legislative

dimension.

In parallel to examining the accomplishments and constraints of selected
projects, comprehensive analyses are undertaken concerning concepts and theories
/ principles related to royal initiatives, His Majesty’ s roles and concepts, royal
statements and guidances, activities, etc. To provide sufficient basis for concept
investigation, relevant information are collected from both documentary resources,
and structured interviews of key informants. Through systematic analyses of the
arrays of concepts among various urban, community and architecture development
initiatives, underlying development concepts, which are substantially philosophy /
principles, have been emerged. Further integration of the proposed significant

underlying concepts reveals & “sufficiency development” approach.

Keywords:

Underlying Goncept (WWIARYATIW)

Royally-Initiated Development Project (la24n71 s9WR N RN WINIZINTATS)

Royal Initiatives in Urban Development (LA2907 598140 3 8987 20 922796 3)

Royal Initiatives in Community Development (1A (b WGl ium 8 LWN TET1TATT)

Raval Initiatives in Architecturs Development (TaTan 19w w8 071 TR e NI TUA LI WIN TZIVEATT)
Flood Mitigation (n1stlasriunazufilailymignnsie)

Improvement of Water Quality (01 ?ﬂﬁlﬂg‘d @mzﬂﬁwﬁiﬂ)

Sufficiency Development (N9 BT L.L.uuwmﬁm)

Research Initiation

Throughout the history of the reign of Chakri Dynasty, the kingdom has been
developed by the distinctive roles of the past rulers, from the determination of the
capital’s location to the development of infrastructure, utilities and facilities. In short,
the kingkom of Thailand has been gradually modemized in various aspects in both
urban and rural areas. Inthe present reign, over 60 vears of the development efforts
of King Bhumibhol Adulyade] have revealed His Majesty’s never-ending roles in the

enhancement of the livelihood of the people.
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Since the first rural infrastructure project initiated in 1952 — the construction
of a road to provide more convenient access to Huay Kot (now Huay Mongkol)
Village, an impoverished settlement in Prachuap Khiri Khan Province, that was
followed in the next year with the building of a reservoir at Khao Tao — there have
been over 3,000 development projects underthe royal initiatives of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej. In recognition of His Majesty’s lifetime devotion to improving
the livelihood of his subjects, King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been paid tribute to and
presented with many international awards as the world’s "Development King.”
Notably, these include the Gold Medal of the United Nations Environment Programme
in 1992, the Agricola Medal presented by the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization in 1995, and more recently, the United Nations Development
Programme’s first Human Development Lifetime Achievement Award [1] presented
by UN Secretary-General Koft Annan to His Majesty on May 26, 2006 to coincide
with the 60 " anniversary celebrations of His Majesty’s accession to the throne. His
Majesty was also honoured as one of Asia’s heroes over the past 60 years by Time
in the 60 Anniversary Issue of its Asian edition (November 13, 2006) for being
a beloved monarch who has always set an example for putting public interest first

[2].

Under the philosophy of "sufficiency economy” initiated more than three
decades ago, His Majesty has pursued his fundamental vision for the country’s
development through & multitude of royal initiatives that holistically address various
aspects of development, as part of his lifetime dedication to the seemingly
never ending work of improving the well-being of the people. The realization of the
royally-initiated development projects does inherently reflect His Majesty the King's
specific thinking approaches for development that should be critically investigated

to uncover the potential array of underlying development concepts.

Objectives of Research

This research aims to investigate the key issues of royally-initiated
development projects, specifically those which are related to urban, community and
architecture development. The research mainly focuses on the following major topics
as presented in:

I: Royal Initiatives in Urban Development and Improving Quality of Life
Il Royal Initiatives in Community Development
Il Roval Initiatives in Architecture Development
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IV: Applicability Analyses: Model Setting and Legislative Concern
V: In search of His Majesty Underlying Concepts in Urban, Community and

Architecture Development

The analytical contents cover the roval development projects as presented
in part | to Ill. Each project includes brief project background and implementation
process, explanation of His Majesty's roles, analysis of His Majesty’'s concepts, and
project achievements. The comprehensive account can be found in Horayangkura
et al. [3]. This research article is intended to provide an overview of the remarkable
accomplishments of every project, providing an understanding of His Majesty’s roles
and concepts in each one. The arrays of prevailing concepts among various
development initiatives are collectively examined in the attempt to identify the

underlying development concepts.

In so doing, this research aims to serve as a source of ingpiration for all Thai
people in general and for academics and professionals in urban, community and

architecture development in particular.

Research Method

The study of His Majesty the Kings’s involvements in royally-initiated urban,
community and architecture development is initially based on documentary
research. In addition, field surveys of physical condition as well as structured

interviews of key informants were conducted.

Specific royally-initiated projects were selected from lists of multiple
projects for further investigation according to prominence of project, demonstration
of project category and accessibility of information. It is expected that the selected
projects will provide & sufficient basis for examining His Majesty’'s concepts that are
inherent in the royal initiatives. Thus, secondary data were collected from various
documentary resources including reliable websites regarding selected rovally-
initiated projects and activities as well as contextual factors concerning urban,
community and architecture development. Theories and concepts related to
royally-initiated projects were incorporated for theoretical investigation. Primary data
were subsequently collected through structured interviews with persons involved in

implementing the royal initiatives and recipients His Majesty’s guidance.
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Abstract

As Bangkok Metropolitan Area has undergone rapid urbanization, reflecting
the influences of Western capitalism under globalization, the liveability of the urban
environment has deteriorated. This preliminary research aims to investigate three
major dimensions of the urban environment, together with proposals for improvement,
as follows: 1) The creation of urban environmental order; 2) The creation of urban
symbolism; 3) The creation of urban sustainability. This study also examines the
potential increase of professionzls qualified to create and rehabilitate livable community
environments. Data relating to these three dimensions were collected through physical
surveys and a documentation review. In addition, in-depth interviews were conducted

to seek supportive and confirmative information.
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................................... Within the sufficiency economy
framework, this research affirms a parallel approach which can essentially be referred
to as “sufficiency development” for urban, community and architecture development.

......................................... Indeed, as
put forth in this research, the practice of sufficiency development is in fact the main
vehicle leading to His Majesty’s emergence as the world’s “Development King” and
the conferment of many international awards.

(In Search of His Majesty the King’s Underlying Concepts, 2007)

It is important to note that the discipline of urban design and development
must be a core component of the related fields of architecture, landscape architec-
ture, urban planning, real estate development and tourism management. A greater
Spirit of integration is required to achieve sustainable living. A better quality of life

can be attained through a less car-dependent lifestyle.
(Architecture and Quality of Life, 2011)
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