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INTRODUCTION

When requested to write an introduction to this book about Dr.
Amporn Wathanawongs | was delighted and | do so with pleasure. First,
just a word about why 1 say this. | myself am retired now, but of the
almost 50 years | have spent in Thailand, the best years were the almost
15 years | spent as the Director of Christian Children’s Fund and the
previous 10 years as a missionary in the Northeast of Thailand. Both
were so satisfying because | was able to help people, poorvillagers, and
especially children. In the almost 15 years l.worked for CCF | was even
paid for doing so. | considered it a privilege.

The one person. who made most of those years so satisfying and
delightful, even enjoyable, was Dr. Amporn Wathanavongs, the subject
of this book. 1 first met him about 1964 when he was just a young social
worker at Soon Klang Taywa (Angel Center) in Bangkok where | attended
a conference on Social Action, as‘t was called in those days. We met
and chatted. | wasdimpressed by him, especially for his enthusiasm for
the Credit Unioh Movement he had been introduced to on a scholarship
at Searsoline, an adjunct of Xavier University on the Island of Mindanao
in the Philippines. It'seemed the perfect scheme to foster self-help and
a sense of self-esteem and ownership among the poor masses which |
was working'with in the Northeast. | found that is the most important
factor in'Human Development. He went on to become the founder of
the movement in Thailand and | encouraged its principles whenever
I could.

I lost contact with him for awhile. He left being a social worker
in order to have a livelihood to raise his young family, and worked for
the US Military in their Post Exchange procurement program. Because
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" ofhis integrity and person ability he rose to become the Personnel Manager

for all of Thailand.

In 1972 | left my missionary career and was hired by Christian
Children’s Fund (CCF) to open an office in Thailand. My experience in
administration was minimal, although | had learned a lot about Human
Development. So | hired the best people | could find to help me be an
Administrator. the key positions first of all a competent CPA, part time,
to make sure of proper accounting and accountability: Then a reliable
Executive Secretary (who had been my Catholic Relief Assistant/
Secretary) Because CCF was a sponsor program, we required a qualified
Sponsor Relations Manager. \We were fortunate to retain asuperb woman,
a Fulbright scholar, Masters in English, and graduate of Penn State. But
the most important position, Project Officer, was much more difficult to
find. | had advertised twice in.the Bangkok Post, the best English
newspaper, and interviewed grads from Purdue, Cornell, MAs etc, ... but
after six months | still‘could not find a satisfactory one.

Enter Mr. Amporn.-The US Military was politely asked to leave
Thailand and so the PX was due to close. Amporn stopped by to see me
and.after we chatted about 5 minutes I asked him, “What are you going to
do next?” He answered that he didn’t know. On the spot | said, “You
want a job?”” He said yes and that was it. | never regretted the snap
decision.

We worked together for almost 15 years, day in and day out,
traveled together on trains, buses and cars. We talked with each other
about more things than we talked to with our wives ... development,
Philosophy, religion ... always in good humor and with jokes. Only

\ u
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gradually did I learn about his background and humble beginnings. He
himself seldom brought up the subject. In that sense, | believe this book
will amaze you.

After | left CCF he became my successor, but only (I can say
this freely), after being tested by fire. He did not have the so-called
‘appropriate’ academic degrees, nor high social status. So he had/to go
to night school for a mini-MBA. It turns out that after going through
that ordeal, he has made friends with Generals, Bank Presidents,
Politicians without losing his common touch with grassroots people.

Meet Dr. Amporn Wathanavongs and read his story for yourself.

Anthony S. Tersch

Tony Tersch Bangkok THAILAND
Email: tersch@gmail.com

Tel: HOME (+66) 02 318 1435
CELL 081 692 4025

Buddhist Wisdom

Greed s an imperfection that defiles the mind; hate is an
imperfection that defiles the mind; delusion is an imperfection that defiles
the mind.

We also often add to our pain and suffering by being overly
sensitive, over-reacting to minor things, and sometimes taking things
too personally.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama
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