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It's late at night, andxﬁ'fﬁ%@?ﬁ:&%asn’t slept yet. He is busy reading a huge pile of books
to prepare for a competition for the ASEAN Junior Champion, which will be held at the
Open Your World to ASEAN Fair in two weeks’ time. Uan is one of the contestants from
the result of drawing lots, but his friends in the group are responsible for organizing the
stage for the show.

Even though Uan feels lonely at times, he is determined to do his best.
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“The Philippines has a population of about 103 million. The majority of the
population is Malay, though some are Chinese, Spanish, American and from the hill
tribes. The primary religions are Christianity and Islam, Wh'i’l‘é“‘rtbe main languages used
to communicate are Filipino and English.
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) “Filipino culture is a blend between the western
,:L?é{nd eastern hemispheres, influenced largely by
Spain, China and the United States. The important
Christian festivals are the Black Nazarene Procession,
Sinulog and Dinagyang.

The national costume includes cloth made from
pineapple fibres. The women wear a long skirt and
shirt with short, pleated sleeves lifted above the
shoulder called a balintawak, while the men...”
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He hasn'’t finished his sentence when his mother
opens the door. She peers into the room. “Uan, it's time
to go to bed. What are you doing?”

Uan hastily jumps into bed. “Filipino men Wé
trousers and a shirt called a barong tagalog. @t
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His mother is suspicious but smiles.
“Good night, son.”

/U‘ That night, Uan dreams of the ASEAN
member countries.
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The next day when Uan arrives at school fis Jriends are sitting and talking on the
terrace in front of the classroom as usuey,
“Hey Uan, it's time for an mtenswe rev1ew " Ruangkaow’s head protrudes from
Nidnoi’s backpack. N
“Good! So what are the fMain Ianguages used in Malaysia?” Keng asks first.
“Uh... the Ianguagei ‘

‘UM, Ii€an’t remember,” says Uan in a trembling voice.

“You said you stud|ed Iate into the night. How come you can’t answer such an
easy question?” demand&® Te.

“When I just finished reading I remembered it, but now I'm
confused,” says Uan, scratching his head. He asks hesitantly,
“Is it still possible for me to withdraw from the competition?”
“No, you shouldn’t. You'll lose face,” says Nidnoi with a
serious expression. Keng, Joe and Waenlook even more Serious.
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“Well, calm down everyone. If Uan can't rem@mper the facts, we'll help him over
and over until he remembers them,” says Rué\\ngka \
Ruangkaow begins to explain, “Th arrlajaﬁguage of Malaysia is Malay,
while English and Chinese are often useCn piUsiness.”
Uan nods and repeats.
“Malaysia has a popu/ of

around 29 million. The m

Malay; the rest are mainl
Indian and indigenous. The primary
religions are Islam, Buddhism and
Christianity,” Nidnoi speaks assertively.
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gff%”‘belonging to various ethnicities. It has great

diversity in the arts, cultyré a% ﬁaitions. Malaysia has the culture and traditions of
each of its ethnic grou@é, as well as a combined mixture of these cultures together.
Now do you understand;f”*U*‘a*‘iﬁ;?” asks Waen.

“The Hari Raya Eid-ul-Fitr Festival is held after Ramadan to spend time with family
and relatives. The Tadau Kaamatan Festival is a ritual performed to celebrate agriculture
in Sabah State.” Everyone’s head turns to the source of the voice and sees that Ong,

a competitor from Classroom A, is the one explaining this.
“Ha ha. It's not too late to withdraw from the competition, Uan,” Ong mocks.
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Uan glares@a at For the national costume,

women wear a knég-length shirt with long sleeves called

a baju kurung. ThE shirt is worn with a lace blouse

called a and a colourful patterned sarong.”
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enywear a long-sleeved shirt with a raised
d buttons and trousers in matching colours

songkok. It's a piece of cake, everyone knows this,”
"Uan finishes his sentence with a laugh, leaving his
friends speechless. Ong from Classroom A scowls and
walks away.

“Uan, you know this!” says Waen.

Uan smiles wryly. “I don’t know why I can
remember it now.”
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On Sunday, the children gathefatNidnoi's house to prepare for the show and to help

Uan with whatever he might sti y throw questions at Uan while Ruangkaow helps
provide the proper explanatiohs. Thaugh he tries his best, Uan still struggles with the
answers.

“Tomorrow is the first round of the competition. If you can’t remember all this, you'll
lose, Uan,” says Nidnoi, expression full of anxiety. The others agree with her.

Uan slumps in his chair.

“Oh, I have a great idea

“What is it?” asks Ruangkaow.

'”

Uan suddenly says in a voice full of hope and excitement.

“It's you, Ruangkaow. You can help me,” Uan says slyly.
“I'm helping you right now,” says Ruangkaow.

1
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“I don’t mean that. Everyone, listen to mere ©ot a good idea. Ruangkaow can
transform himself to be tiny enough to Jf,i,tf*i'h‘f’\‘d‘;rﬁﬁyfshirt pocket and whisper the answers
to me while I'm competing. Then it woni#be £0 hard to win!” Uan smiles proudly.

“How could you think of séighl athmg'?
It's cheating! I don’t agreewfithit,” '

Nidnoi protests. Keng, Joefand Waefl tumﬁ%
their faces away.

“But I agree,” RuangkéoW insists.
Uan cheers as if he’s won.

“T’ll survive tomorrow!”

His friends, though, are very

disappointed.
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On the competitionyd:
suggests that they first pévi
competition.

Ruangkaow comes to see Uan early in the morning and
8vérything he’s learned. Then they’ll go on to the

“Well, the final country, Singapore,” Ruangkaow encourages.

“Singapore has a population of about 5.3 million. Because the country is rather
small, it's the second most densely populated country in the world. It has people of
diverse ethnicities living together. The majority of the population is Chinese, and the rest
are mainly Malay and Indian. The main religions are Buddhism, Islam, Christianity and

|77

Hinduism. The main languages used are Malay, English, Mandarin and Tamil.
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“Excellent, Uan!” Ruangkaow says withsadmigation.

“Due to the big range of ethnicitie€ and religions, the
arts and cultures are also diverse. e, itmpartant festivals
are Chinese New Year for thg ‘Ch"ihese, Good Friday for the
Christians, Hari Raya Puasagér the MUslims and Deepavali
for the Indians. As for the costumes, the women wear a
blouse and colourfully printé® tube skirt. The men wear
a suit. And some people wear their ethnic costumes.”
Uan finishes and gasps for breath.

“Excellent! You're ready,” Ruangkaow says with
excitement.
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At the competition, Nidnoi, Waen, Joeféng 'Keng don’t come to support Uan.
Only Ruangkaow is there in Uan’s shirf p'oc;ket. Puring the competition, Uan and Ong
get similar scores. Sometimes Uan g’éts mofe points, other times Ong does.
More friends are there suppering 0ng, but Uan still tries his best.
“Well, the committeg has"finish,ed counting the scores. The winner, who will
g Nepresent our school and participate in the ASEAN Junior
(¢ [ " Champion competition with 20 other schools, is ... Uan
q J from Classroom C! Everyone please give him a big
round of applause.”
While everyone is clapping, Uan stands still,
puzzled by his victory. Ong from Classroom A
stands dejectedly beside him.
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