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Popularly known as the Rose of the North,
Chiang Mai is blessed with stunning natural
beauty and unique indigencus cultural identity.
Found by King Mengrai the Great as the capital
of the Lanna Thai kingdem by merging the
various city-states in the region in 1296. Today
Chiang Mai is the economic, communications,
cultural andtourismcentre of NorthernThailand.
About 700 kilometres from Bangkok, Chiang
Mai is situated on the Mae Ping River basin some
310 metres above sea level. Surrounded by high
mountain ranges, it covers an area of approxi-
mately 20,107 square kilometres. The terrain is
mainly jungles and mountains, parts of which
are within national parks which are still fertile
and verdant with plentiful flora and fauna. There
are many sites and locations where tourists
prefer to visit to-study the lifestyle of the tribal
people who live on high hills.

HOW TO GET THERE

Car

a) From Bangkek drive on Highway No. 1 (Pha-
honyothin) to Highway No. 32 passing the
provinces of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Ang
Thong and Nakhon Sawan, then take Highway
No. 117 to Phitsanulok and drive on to Highway
No. 11 to Lampang, Lamphun and Chiang Mai.
The route is 695 kilometres.

b) From Bangkok drive to Nakhon Sawan and
then take Highway No. 1 passing Kamphaeng
Phet, Tak, Lampang, and Chiang Mai. This route
is 696 kilometres.

Bus

The 10-hour journey from Bangkok can be
made on air-conditioned buses start from the
Northern Bus Terminal, contact Tel. 1490, O
2936 2852-66, 0 2936 3670 or www.transport.
co.th for more information. Chiang Mai Arcade

Bus Station, Tel. 0 5324 1449, 0 5324 2664

The private coachesto Chiang Maiserved daily
such as Tanchit Tour Tel. 0 2936 3210-4, Cherd-
chai Tour Tel. 0 2936 0043 www.cherdchaitour.
com, Nalkhon Chai Air Tel. 1624, 0 2939 4999
ext. 1125,1126 www.nca.co.th, Wiriya Tour Tel.
02936 2827, 05324 7007, New Wiriya Tour Tel.
0 2936 2205, Sombut Tour Tel. 0 2792 1444
www.sombattour.com, Rungprasert Tour Tel.
0 2936-3638 0 2941 8833, Siam First Tour Tel.
0 2954 3801 wwwisiamfirst.coth, Indra Tour
Tel. 0 2656 3451

There are services from Chaing Mai's Chang
Phueak Bus Terminal to various districts in Chi-
ang Mai. Buses ply along the northern route
(Highway No. 107) passing through Mae Rim,
Mae Taeng, Chiang Dao, Chaiprakan, Fang and
Mae Ai. Some buses continue to Tha Ton. Local
city buses ply between Chiang Mai and Lam-
phun on Highway Ne. 106. Chang Phueak Bus
Station Tel. 05321 1586

Rail

The State Railways of Thailand operates daily
services from Bangkok Railway Station (Hua
Lamphong). Trains leave for Chiang Mai daily
from8.00a.m.-10.00 p.m.Formoreinformation,
contact Tel. 1690, 0 2220 4444 www.railway.
coth, Chiang Mai Railway Station Tel. 0 5324
2094, 05324 53634

Air

The Bangkok-Chiang Mai daily flights are op-
erated by:

-Thai Airways International Tel. 1566, 0 2628
2000, 0 2288 7000 www.thaiairways.com
-Thai Smile Airways Tel. 0 2308 8383 www.tha-
ismileairways.net

-Bangkok Airways Tel. 1771, 0 2265 5678, O
2265 5555 www.bangkokair.com

-Nok AirTel.1318,022511812www.nokair.co.th




-Air Asia Tel. 0 2515 9999 www.airasia.com
Chiang Mai Airport Tel. 0 5327 0222-3, 0 5392
2100

A Bangkok-Chiang Mai charter flight route
operated by Minor Aviation Limited Tel. 0 2792
2400 www.mjets.com

Getting Around

For relative short distance you can take a
tricycle (Sam Lor). Short rides within the city
cost between 30-50 Baht while longer rides
will cost more.

Tuk-Tuks: {three-wheeled motorised taxis) are
also popular for short and quick journeys. Fares
must be bargained in advance.

Taxi Service: The metered fare is standardized,
with the starting rate from 35 Baht and price is
go up by distance:and timing.

The mest common means of transportisa “See
Lor”(literally “four wheel) or“Song Theac”, They
all arered-coloured and look like pick-up trucks
but with a roof over the back. They pick up as
many passengers as they can and drop them
off as the drivers reach their destinations. Togo
by “See Lor’, simply tell the driver your destina-
tion. Fares range from 20-30 Baht according to
the distance.

Distances from town to neighbouring
districts

Mae Rim 8 kilometres
Saraphi 10 kilometres
San Sai 12 kilometres

San Kamphaeng
Hang Dong

Doi Saket

San PaTeng
Mae On

Doi Lo
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13 kilometres
15 kilometres
18 kilometres
22 kilometres
29 kilometres
34 kilometres

Mae Wang 35 kilometres
MaeTaeng 40 kilometres
Samoeng 54 kilometres
ChomThong 58 kilometres
Chiang Dao 68 kilometres
Hot 88 kilometres
Phrao 103 kilometres
Doi Tao 121 kilometres
Chai Prakan 131 kilometres
Wiang Haeng 150 kilometres
Fang 154 kilometres
Mae Chaem 156 kilometres
Kalayaniwattana 167 kilometres
Mae Ai 174 kilometres
Omkoi 179 kilometres
Distances from Chiang Mai to other
provinces

Lamphun 21 kilometres
Lampang 92 kilometres
Chiang Rai 182 kilometres
Phayao 222 kilometres

Mae Hong Son 349 kilometres

ATTRACTIONS

Amphoe Mueang Chiang Mai

Wat Ket Community cpinining

is an old community situated on the eastside
of the Ping River. The community was a combi-
nation of many nationalities including Chinese,
Westerners, and local people as apparent from
the architectural patternswhich have remained
until now. A centre of the collection of historical
evidence of the community is at Wat Ket Mu-
seum (#7507 1706), located in Wat Ketu-
karam, where it exhibits the temple’s original
treasures; such as, Cho Fa, and Bai Raka which
are crafted wood decorations from its original
ordination hall, crockery, and other containers.



Khum Chao Burirat (Maha in)
Sl pdund

Phra Pok Klao Road agoss Ratchadamnoen
Foad, Tambon 5 Phum, Chao Burirat isan offi-
dal title, This roval residencewas builtapproxi-
rratelyduring 18891893, Nowadays, ithelongs
tothefamilies of Kitibutand Thiprmonthon, and
was donated to Chiang Mai University to be es-
tablishedasa lanna architectural centre under
the rmanagerment of the Faaulty of Architecture
withthe purposes of data collection, study,and
research for further appropriate consenation.
Open Monday-Friday frorm 9.00a,m.-530 pon,
Contad Tel, 0 5327 7855

Chiang Mo City Artsand Cultural Center
e e o hus

Lomted on Prpoklao Road, Chiang Mei City
Ars and Cultural Center stands on the lom-
tion of the former royval hall, Built in 1924 with
elegant architectural design, the building was
first used as the centrml administative offi ces
of Wionthon Phayap, lateras the Provineial Hall
of Chiang Wai until the runicipality renovated
it for the cultural center in 1997, The restora-
tion of the center has earned the rmunidpality
the award from the Boyal Society of Siamese
Architects in 1999, The center is created to
promote the understanding of Chiang Mai's
roots, a sense of pride in local identity, and to
preservethe beaury of loml culture, The center
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has been divided into 2 sedions, front sideand
raresedion, The front sideis all for permanent
exthibit showing the developrment of the region
frarn the pre-history to its rise and dedine as
an independent mpital until the present time
throughwariety of media and presentation, And
thermresideisthe enclosed open-air courtyard
reserved for cultural adtivities, ternporany ex-
hibition, a souvenir shop a lecture theatre, an
exhibition hall for Lanna artzs and anarchive, It
is open frorm Tuesday-Sunday, 8230 a,m-500
porn. Contact Tel, © 5327 7793 0 5327 9833
WA, T 0 Ty L0

Chiang Mai National Museum

ozl e (Bralu

iz lomted on the Chiang Mai-lampanag Super
Highway nearWWat-Chet Yot, The distinctive
building was built in rodern Lanna Thaiardhi-
tectureand features northernans and odlture,

tnaee tand Natra 5 bnders Museum
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Thearea is peaceful and refreshing. It is open
from Wednesday to Sunday, 9.00 a,m.-4.00
parnand closed on Mondays, Tuesdaysand the
national holidays, Admission fee is 100 Baht,
Contact Tel, 0 5322 1308

Art in Paradise Chiang Mai

ARz fsinTrwr A i

Lomated on Chang Khlan Road, this 30 art
rnuseumfeatures award-winning illusion paint-
ings of Korean artists, Opens daily from 9,00
am-2.00 pm, The entrance fee s 300 and 200
Bahtforadultsand children, Contact Tel, 05327
4100, 0 B32T 429

Insect and Naturals Wonders M useum
oRRe ey uazAulnees dessuani
Lomated at 72 Mirmmanhernin, 501 12 (Sirimang
khlaladhan Soi 3 Hual Kaeo Mueang Chiang
tfai, It has fascinating molledtion of domestic




and foreign insects including animal fossils.
Opens daily from 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. Contact
Tel. 05321 1891, Fax 05341 0916

Chiangmai Ancient Car Museum
ceduTolusnn

A collection of rare 50 up to a century year-old
cars, some of which were owned by famous
Thai celebrities. It is located at No. 12, Mu 3,
Ban Pa Chi, and opens daily from 8.00 a.m.-5.00
p.m.The entrance fee is 200 Baht, Contact Tel. 0
53116000,081952 3483, Fax 053116182 www,
cmcarmuseum.com

Roitawarabarn Baandhawalai Gacmns-
198 1LUNBE

was built by art enthusiast Mr. Khem Maruek-
khaphithak at-79/7 Seoi 2, Suthep Road. The
prominent landmark includes the biggest
hand-carved iron wood three-headed stand-
ing Ganesh or Trimukha Ganesha statue (ap-
proximately 60 metres in height and weighing
5 tons) that took over a year and a half to
complete-the work of the outstanding Sala or
artisans from Amphoe San Pa Tong Mr. O-Res
Lamul and 4 of his crew members. In addition,
visitors will find a collection of 100 door panels,
each carved and painted with colossal figures
of Dvarapala guardians, aswell as, a giant glass
panel engraved with a Garuda clasping Naga
figure. Opens daily from 8.00 a.m.-7.00 p.m.,
Contact Tel. 08 9433 5380

Talat Warorot or Kat Luang @aieaissa
VFANIAVEDD)

This century-old market, the biggest of its kind
in Chiang Mai, was set up on the former crema-
tion ground and cemetery of the old northern
rulers. Chao Dararatsami, aroyal consortto King
RamaVthe Great, later relocated the cemetery

to the temple of Wat Suan Dok. The funding
to develop the property into a trading venue
was contributed by her and Chao Inthawarorct,
the ruler of Chiang Mai at the time. Kat luang is
the local dialect for grand market, and Warorot
is derived from the ruler’s name. Enjoy local
delicacies; such as, chilli paste, fried pork rind,
pork sausage, fermented pork sausage, pickled
garlic, pickled plums, mushrooms, carrots, red
cabbage, chayote, pear, persimmon, apple,
orange, strawberry, lychee, peach, as well as,
temperate flowers like roses, carnation, lily, etc.

Walking Street (nuununmuiisnlv

isonWualai Road every Saturday, andthe other
point starts from Tha Phae Gate through Rat-
chadamnoen Road every Sunday from 7.00 p.m.
until midnight. There are variety kinds of local
products on areasonable price along both side
of the street whereThai and fereign tourists are
enjoy walking &shopping without exhaustion.

OUT-OF-CITY ATTRACTIONS
Western Route (Highway No. 1004)
Chiang Mai Zoo (#udaidinelm)

is located next te Huai Kaeo Arboretum. It is a
well-managed large zoo, which occupies the
lower forested slopes of Doi Suthep Moun-
tain. The zoo contains more than 200 types
of Asian and African mammals and birds. The
most popularstar here is panda, the friendship
Chinese ambassador. The zoo provides mono-
rail service within the area of 2 kilometres.
Additional, the twilight zoo is open &.00 p.m.
to 9.00 p.m. The newly aquarium on its area
10 rai, which housed the longest underwater
autematic tunnel of Asia with 133 metres, and
will accommedate both sea and river fish and
animal from various areas; such as the upper
mountain ranges of Northern Region, Khong




Fiver Basin, Armazon River Basin, the plain land
of mangroveand from the undenwater world,
Itis open everyday from &00a.m, to 700 o,
Adrnission feeforadulcis 100 Baht,and children
feeis 20 Baht, Restaurants and a mmping site
areanvailable, For more details oradvance book-
ing contad Tel, 05322 1179 05222 22 83 wannnr,
chiangmaizoo.wcom

Wat Phra That Doi Suthep ciAwszswany
ﬁ'mﬂ)

iz the mostimportantand visible landrmark, and
overlooks the city from its forested mountain
badwdrop. This temple is 15 kilometres from
town, 3,520 feet above sea level, and dates
from 1383, The temple is approached on foot
by dirmbing a steep Maga stairmse comprising
290 steps, The less emergetic may ascend by
railears, Thetermples pagoda contains holy

Chiang Mai Zoa Buddha relics, and attracs Buddhist pilarims
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Wit Phrg That Chi Suthep

frarnall over theworld throughouttheyear The
remple compound offers an exhilamting wiew
of Chiang Mai gty and surrounding mountry-
side.ortakea mble @rupto Doi Suthen whidh
operates between 530 a.m-800 pmn, Tourists
withouta car @n travel by 5ong Thaeo minibus
frorn in front of Chiang Mai University (on Huai
baeoRoadside) operating during 5.0da.m - 500
purn, Contad Tel, 0 5329 Lg]-2

Doi Suthep-Pui National Park pumundy
PPURAR U IAL,

the superb landsm ped national park covers
an area of 262 square kilormetres of Armphoe

tae Rim, Amphoe Hang Dong, and Armphoe
tiueang Chiang fai, The park consists of
verdant forests and mountain mnges, Major
rountaing include Dol Suthep, Dol Buak Ha,
and Doi Pui, This is a main source of tributaries
and streams in Chiang Wai, Saaded places, rel-
gious attractions and historical sites are lomted
in the park cornples,

Togetthere: Tothe parkoffice, drive from Chiang
M towwen for 5 kilormetres on the Huai Kaeo-
Chiang Wai University-Chiang Mai Zoo route
to Wat Pha That Doi Suthep en route to the
intersection an the right, the Dol Suthep-Pui
hational Park road signwill be seen, Contact
Tel 0 5327 (2446, 0 5329 5117-8

Attractions in the Doi Suthep-Pui
National Park

Hugikaea\ligterial Jmﬂﬁw::ﬁw

i5 lomated & kilormetres from Chiang Miai towen,
The Ttmetre msmde provides a delightful
armb@nce of scenicwviews and various plants,
KhruBa SiwichaiMonoment mzfmﬁﬁginﬁw
iz situated at thefoot of Dol Suthep Mountain,
Thermonurent honours the devoted Buddhist
rmonkwhosefollowers builtthefirst 10 kilarme-
tres road to Wat Pha That Doi Suthepin 1935
Bhubing Palace paszerwnlng Rimraifoml

iz lomated on the same road, 4 kilometres be
wond Wat Phra That Doi 5uthep, on Dai Buak Ha,
The roval winter palace was built in 1961, The
palace is also the royal guesthouse for promi-
nent State visitars from abroad, The lavishly
landsmaped gardens and grounds are open to
the general publiceveryday frorm 830 2.,m.-3.30
purn. Tideets are sold until 3,30 g, The palace
is closed when the Rowal Family is inresidence,
bBnuarytoearlyWarch, Contacr Tel, 0 53217 9932
0 5327 997 S wnwr, bhubingpalace.org
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TR
isaHmongtribal village lormet
an aspha ing Palace. The wil-
res = =l lif leoftheHmong
wr of Do Inthanon, the
highest pe Thailand, The trip tak

an hourfrom Chiang Waitown and the village

phruek t oto
relebra soc@sions of HM King
Bhurnibo anni v of hi i

the throneand his 80" birthday in

Thai Cabinet tomaintain th

of the parkas ¢

Chiang hai.
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