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14   A Study in Scarlet

My name is Dr John Watson. It’s 1881 and I’m living 

in a hotel in London, but for two years before this, I 

was in Afghanistan. There were problems between the 

British and the Afghans then. I’m a doctor and I went 

there because they needed my help. After some months 

I felt very bad and I had to stay in hospital in India for a 

long time. When I was better, I came to London by boat. 

I don’t have a house in England, so when I arrived I went 

to live in a hotel in a good street in London. Everyone 

goes to London, it’s an exciting city! My hotel is nice and 

clean but life isn’t easy. I’m not a well man and, because 

I don’t have any friends or family here, I don’t have 

anyone to talk to. My biggest problem is the hotel, it’s 

too expensive. Yesterday, I started to look for somewhere 

cheaper to live.  

 This morning I needed to think, so I went for a walk. 

After a few minutes, I heard someone say my name. I 

 Chapter 1

Mr Sherlock Holmes

live (v) ÍÒÈÑÂ, ÍÂÙ‹
problem (n) 

¢ŒÍ¾Ô¾Ò·, »̃ÞËÒ
need (v) µŒÍ§¡ÒÃ
help (n) 

felt (pt ¢Í§ feel) ÃÙŒÊÖ¡
stay (v) 

hospital (n) 

for a long time 

better (adj) 

arrive (v) 

good (adj) ãËÞ‹
exciting (adj) 

city (n) 

nice (adj) Ṍ
clean (adj) ÊÐÍÒ´
easy (adj) ÊØ¢ÊºÒÂ
well (adj) 

biggest (adj) 

ãËÞ‹·ÕèÊØ´
expensive (adj) 

á¾§
start (v) 

look for (v) 

cheaper (adj) 

think (v) 

went for a walk 

(pt ¢Í§ go) 

minute (n) 

heard (pt ¢Í§ hear) 
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PRE-READING ACTIVITIES

Vocabulary

1 Find the right word from the box.

 1 This person helps you when you’re not well. ____________. 

 2 He/She often works in a ____________. 

 3 When you pay a lot of money for something, it’s ____________. 

 4 When you don’t pay much for something, it’s ____________. 

 5 When you think of something again, you ____________ it. 

 6 When you don’t think of something again, you ____________ it.

 7 When you leave university, you ____________ studying. 

 8  

studying.

Grammar

2 Find the right word from the box.

 1 ____________ I came to London, I was in Afghanistan for two years.

 2 ____________ I was well again, I came to London by boat.

 3  I had no friends in London, ____________ I didn’t have anyone to talk 

to.

 4

name.
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en you don’t t  o someth g again, you ____________ it

When you leave university, you ____________ studying.

studududududududududududududududududyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyiyingngngngngngng.

ammar



Comprehension

 
3 Read these sentences, then tick True (T) or False (F) below.

 ‘Dr Watson is looking for somewhere to live,’ Stamford said.

 Sherlock looked happy when he heard that. ‘I’ve found a nice place in 

Baker Street,’ he said, ‘I think you’ll like it, but will you like me?’

 ‘I think so,’ I answered.

 ‘Sometimes I don’t speak for many days,’ he said, ‘and I play music.  

Will that be a problem?’

 ‘I don’t talk much,’ I said, ‘and I like music when it’s played well.’

      T F

1 Dr Watson needs a new home.  

2 Sherlock Holmes has found a home in Baker Street.  

3 Sherlock Holmes says that Dr Watson will like him.  

4 Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson like making a lot    

of noise.

Listening

4

1 Where did you go... Watson? _____________________________

2 Do you know anyone who can help me? ____________________

3 That’s good! ___________________________________________

4 ‘I have it! I have it!’ ______________________________________

5 How did you know that? _________________________________

Sherlock Holmes Stamford Dr Watson
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3 Sherlock Holmes says that Dr Watson will like him.

4 ShShShShShShShShShShShShShShShShShererlololololololololololololololololockckckckckckckckckckckckckckckckck Holmememememememememememememememememes s s ananand d d DrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDrDr Watson lilililililililililililililikekeke m m makakakinining g g a a a lolololololololololololot t t 

ofofofofofofofofofofofofofofof n n n n n n n n n n n n n noioioioioioioioioioioioioioioisesesesesesesesesesesese.

Listeningggggggggggg
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My name is Dr John Watson. It’s 1881 and I’m living 

in a hotel in London, but for two years before this, I 

was in Afghanistan. There were problems between the 

British and the Afghans then. I’m a doctor and I went 

there because they needed my help. After some months 

I felt very bad and I had to stay in hospital in India for a 

long time. When I was better, I came to London by boat. 

I don’t have a house in England, so when I arrived I went 

to live in a hotel in a good street in London. Everyone 

goes to London, it’s an exciting city! My hotel is nice and 

clean but life isn’t easy. I’m not a well man and, because 

I don’t have any friends or family here, I don’t have 

anyone to talk to. My biggest problem is the hotel, it’s 

too expensive. Yesterday, I started to look for somewhere 

cheaper to live.  

This morning I needed to think, so I went for a walk.  

After a few minutes, I heard someone say my name. I 

 Chapter 1

Mr Sherlock Holmes

live (v) ÍÒÈÑÂ, ÍÂÙ‹
problem (n)  

¢ŒÍ¾Ô¾Ò·, »̃ÞËÒ
need (v) µŒÍ§¡ÒÃ
help (n)  

felt (pt ¢Í§ feel) ÃÙŒÊÖ¡
stay (v) 

hospital (n)  

for a long time 

better (adj)  

arrive (v) 

good (adj) ãËÞ‹, Ṍ
exciting (adj)  

city (n) 

nice (adj) Ṍ
clean (adj) ÊÐÍÒ´
easy (adj) ÊØ¢ÊºÒÂ
well (adj) ÊØ¢ÀÒ¾ Ṍ
biggest (adj)  

ãËÞ‹·ÕèÊØ´
expensive (adj) 

á¾§
start (v) 

look for (v) 

cheaper (adj)  

think (v)  

went for a walk  

(pt ¢Í§ go)  

minute (n) 

heard (pt ¢Í§ hear) 

I felt very bad and I had to stay in hospital in India for

lololololololololololololololololongngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngng timimimimimimimimimimimimimimimimime. W W Whehehen I I I I I was betttttttttttttttttttttttttttter, I I I camememememememememememememememememe to o o o o o o o o o o LoLoLondndndndndndndndndndndonononononononononononononononon b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b by y y y y y y y y y y boat

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I dodododododododododododododododododon’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’t t hahave a hououououse in Englglglglglglglglglglglglgland,d,d,d,d, so whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhenenenen I arrivivivededededededededededededededededed I wen

totototototototototototo l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l livivivivivivivivivivivivivivivivive e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e inininininininininininininininininin a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h hototototototototototototototototototelelelelelelelelelelelelelel i i i i i i i i i i i i i in n n n n n n n n n n n n a a a a a a a a a a a a gogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoodododododododododododododododododod s s s s s s s s s s s s s strtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeet inininininininininininininininininininin L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L L Lononononononononononononononononondododododododododododododododododon. Everyon

goes to London, it’s an exciting city! My hotel is nice an

g time 

dj)

ãËÞ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹Þ‹, Ṍ
(adj)

Ṍ
ÊÐÍÒ´
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looked behind me and saw an old friend called Stamford, 

who studied with me to be a doctor. We went to have lunch.

Watson?’ he asked, when we got to the restaurant. ‘You 

don’t look well, but your face is brown!’

I told him about Afghanistan and India.

‘Now, I’m looking for somewhere to live. Do you 

‘Yes, Sherlock Holmes,’ Stamford said. ‘He often 

comes to the hospital where I work. He’s looking for 

someone to live with him.’

‘That’s good!’ I said, happily. 

Stamford looked at me. ‘You don’t know Sherlock 

Holmes, do you? He’s not a bad man, but he can be… 

We arrived at London Hospital and went into a big 

room. There was only one student working there. 

When he saw us, he said excitedly, ‘I have it! I have it!’

‘Dr Watson, this is Sherlock Holmes,’ said Stamford.

‘How are you ?’ Sherlock Holmes said to me. He looked 

friendly. ‘I see that you were in Afghanistan before you 

came to London.’

‘How did you know that?’ I asked.  

 ‘It’s not important,’ he said. ‘Today, I found something 

that will help the police!’ 

look behind (v)  

saw (pt ¢Í§ see) 

call (v) 

studied (pt ¢Í§ 

study) 

lunch (n)  

(v)  ¨º, 
 

university (n) 

ask (v) 

got (pt ¢Í§ get)  

restaurant (n)  

well (adj) ÊºÒÂ Ṍ
brown (adj) 

told about (pt ¢Í§ 

tell) 

somewhere (pron) 

know (v) ÃÙŒ¨Ñ¡
anyone (pron)  

help (v) 

often (adv) 

work (v) 

someone (pron) 

happily (adv)  

bad (adj)  áÂ‹
(adj)  

student (n) 

excitedly (adv) 

I have it!  

 !
friendly (adj)  

see (v) 

important (adj) 

found (pt ¢Í§ ) 

¾º, 

someone to live with him.’

‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘Thahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahahat’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’t’s s s s s s s s s s gogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogogoododododododododododododododododod!’ I I I I I I I I I s said,d,d,d, hapapapapappipipipipipipipipily. 

Stamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamamfofofofofofofofofofofofofofofordrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrd l l l l l l l l l l l l l l looooooooooooooooooooooooooooookekekeked atat m me.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e.e. ‘YoYoYoYoYoYoYoYoYou u dodododododododododododododon’n’n’n’t knknowowowowowowow Sheheheherlrlrlock 

Holmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmlmeseseseseseseseseseseseseseseseses, , , , , , , , , , , dododododododododododododododo y y y y y y y y y y y y y y y y youououououououououououououououou? HeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHeHe’s’s’s’s’s n n n n nototototot a a a a a a a a a a a a bad mananananananananananananan, , , , bububububut t t t t hehehehehe c c c c c c c c c c c c c canananananananananananan b b b b be…e…e…e…e… 

We arrived at London Hospital and went into a big 

told abou

tell)ll

somsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomsomewh

knoknoknoknoknoknoknoknoknoknoknoknoknow (v)

anyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyanyone 

help (v)

often (adv

work (v)

someon
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‘Help the police?’  

Sherlock Holmes didn’t answer my question. 

‘Dr Watson is looking for somewhere to live,’ Stamford 

said.

‘That’s good,’ he said, ‘tomorrow I’m going to look 

at a nice place in Baker Street. It’s very nice. There is 

a woman who will cook and clean for us. I think you’ll 

like it, but will you like me?’

‘I think so,’ I answered.

‘Sometimes I don’t speak for many days,’ he said, 

‘and I play the violin. Will that be a problem?’

‘I don’t talk much,’ I said, ‘and I like the violin when 

it’s played well.’

‘Then meet me here tomorrow at twelve o’clock,’ he 

said. ‘Goodbye!’ and he went back to his work. We left him. 

‘How did he know I was in Afghanistan? Did you tell 

him?’ I asked Stamford.

‘No,’ said Stamford, ‘that’s Sherlock Holmes! He 

knows everything, and nobody understands how. It’s a 

mystery!’

I thought about my new friend that night, and the next 

day we went together to 221B Baker Street.

The rooms were good and not expensive. There were 

two bedrooms and a big living room with two windows. 

the police (pl) 

answer (v) µÍº
question (n) 

tomorrow (adv)  

place (n) 

street (n) 

cook (v) 

clean (v)  

I think so  

sometimes (adv) 

 

speak (v) ¾Ù´
play (v)  

violin (n) 

talk (v) ¾Ù´
much (adv)  

well (adv) Ṍ, 
then (adv) 

o’clock (adv)  

Goodbye! (interj) 

 !
work (n) 

left (pt ¢Í§ leave) 

áÂ¡¨Ò¡
know (v) ÃÙŒ
everything (pron) 

·Ø¡ÍÂ‹Ò§
nobody (pron)  

understand (v) 

mystery (n) 

thought (pt ¢Í§ 

) 

next (adj) 

together (adv) 

room (n) ËŒÍ§
bedroom (n)  

living room (n) 

‘and I play the violin. Will that be a problem?’

‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I‘I d d d d d d d d d d d dononon’t talk mumumumumumuch,’ I saiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaid,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d,d, ‘and I lililililililililililikekekekekekekekeke the vioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioiolililililililililililililililin n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n when

ititititititititititititititit’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s p p p p p p p p p p p p p p p plalalalayeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyed d d d d wewellllllllllllllllllll.’.’.’.’.’.’

‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘T‘Thehehehehehehehehehehehehehehen n n n n mememememeetetetetet m m m m m m m m m m m me e e e e e here tomomomomomomomomomomomomomorororororrororororow w w w w atatatatatatatatatatatatatat twewewewewewewewewewewewelvlvlvlvlve e e e e o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’o’clclclclclclclclclclclclclclclclclococococococococococococococock,’ he

sasasasasasaididididididididididididididididid. . . . . ‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘G‘Goooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooodbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeye!’!’!’!’!’!’!’!’!’!’!’ a a a a a a a a a a a a a a andndndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnd h h h h h h h h h h h h h he e e e e e e e e e e e e wewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewewentntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntntnt b b b b b b b b b b b b b b b bacacacacacacacacacacacacacacacack k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k k tototototototototototototototo h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h hisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisis w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w w wororororororororororororororororork. We left him

‘How did he know I was in Afghanistan? Did you tel

dv)

Ṍ,

dv)

(intntntntntnterererererererererererererererererj)

leave)e
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