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BEFORE YOU READ

Vocabulary

1a Jane Eyre was published in 1847, when Victoria had been queen for
ten years. Answer the following questions to help you imagine what
life was like in a rich house in Victorian England.

1 How did rich people keep their houses warm?

2 What was life like for children of wealthy families?

3 What could these children do for entertainment?

4 Who did the cooking, cleaning and washing in a rich house?

5 How did people travel long distances?

6 What do you think the class structure was like in Victorian England?

1b Discuss the following guestions with your friends.

* Would you have liked to live in Victorian times? Why?/Why not?
¢ What was life like for a poor person in those times?

2a Read this short summary of Chapter One, then decide which
adjectives might best describe Jane.

[ orphan [ unhappy [ lonely [ timid [ confident
[sociable [rebellious  [limaginative [afraid  [brave

Jane Eyre is sent to live with her aunt and uncle after her parents die,
when she is only a few months old. About a year later, her uncle also dies
and life becomes more difficult for her. Her aunt does not want her in the
house and her cousins treat her badly. She has no one to protect her.
She is often punished for what her aunt sees as bad behaviour.

12 Jane Eyre



2b Jane lives in a very big house. Match each room with its definition
and what you might find in it.

1 [ drawing
room

2 [0 bedroom

3 [0 breakfast
room

Grammar

a small room for

eating breakfast

large, formal room
for relaxing and
seeing visitors
room for sleeping
and storing clothes
and other personal
possessions

X

bed; wardrobe;
mirror; fireplace;
chairs and other
furniture for storing

clothes
small table and

chairs; fireplace

sofas and chairs;
large fireplace

» 1 3 Use the prompts below to make questions. Then listen out for them

in the first chapter of Jane Eyre.

1 where / she/ go (present perfect)

2 what/you / want (present simple)

3 what/you/do /behind the curtain (past continuous)

4 you/ hear/ her (past simple)

5 how /you can / hit your young master (past simple)

6 why /I/ suffer in this way (past simple)

7 Miss Eyre / you / be /ill (present simple)

8 you/ like / go to school (present conditional)

Jane Eyre 13



» 1 Chapter One

‘Unjust! — Unjust!’

unjust (ad))
Tsiusssn

possibility ()
anandulule

cold (adj) nunwiiu

heavily (adv)
DENINATn

glad (ad)) la

constantly (aav)
athadiaiiing

told off (pp 209 tell)
e

felt (ot 209 feel) 35n

inferior to sb (ad))
Foanm

cousin (n) qnﬁ@ﬂﬁaa

drawing room (n)
Hostaan

lying (pres part a9
lie) wath

surround (v) doxsay

burn () gnlaw

fireplace (n) wniis

argue (v) igianzinm

perfectly (aav)
aehsd

join (v) hiw

learn (v) Guuj

sociable (ad))
Hudias

likeable (ad))
Fufiduzey

contented (ad))
Fonela

allow (v) aynna

silent (adj) Sew

14 Jane Eyre

There was no possibility of going for a walk that dark,
November afternoon, there was a cold wind and it was
raining heavily. I was glad — I never liked long walks.
I hated going back into the house feeling cold to my
bones, back to the house where [ was constantly told off
by Bessie, the nurse, and where I felt so inferior to my
cousins Eliza, John and Georgiana Reed.

That afternoon I went into the drawing room. There,
lying on a sofa was my aunt, Mrs Reed, surrounded by
my cousins, her three ‘little darlings’. A bright fire was
burning in the fireplace, and the children, who were not
arguing or crying, seemed perfectly happy. She looked
up when she saw me but did not ask me to join them.
‘Until I have heard from Bessie, and seen with my own
eyes, that you are learning to be a more sociable, more
likeable child, Jane,” she said, ‘then you will have none
of the nice things that contented, happy little children
are allowed to have.’

I started to ask what I had done wrong, but my aunt

told me to be silent and to go somewhere out of the way.



I went into the next room, a small breakfast room, which
I liked because it had a bookcase. I took out one of my
favourite books, A History of British Birds, climbed onto
the window seat, closed the curtain behind me and opened
the book. The pictures were beautiful and mysterious;
each one told a story. I was fascinated by descriptions
of Iceland and Greenland and other wild lands. I tried
to imagine what these icy places would look like. I was
happy for a few moments, lost in my book. The only
thing I was afraid of was being interrupted. After a short
time, the door opened and [ heard the voice of John Reed,
‘Where has she gone?’

‘I am sure she is hiding in the window seat,’ said his
sister, Eliza.

I came out of my hiding place. I did not want John
to pull me out, ‘What do you want?’ I asked, trying to

sound as if I didn’t care.

John Reed was fourteen years old, four years older than
me, and he was horrible to me. He hurt and bullied me
not two or three times a week, or even once or twice a
day, but every time he saw me. Every nerve in my body
feared him, I physically shrank whenever he came near
me and I had no one to defend me. The servants said

nothing because they did not want to offend their young

favourite (ad))
Flusasm
climb (v) Tu
window seat (n)
AtBamihehg
close (v) Ia
curtain (n) fhahu
open (v) iila
mysterious (ad))
Andy
fascinated (ad))
Fovaclna
description (n)
MuTIRNE
wild (adj) th
imagine (v) 3ueins
icy (adj) Unagueiae
hude
for a few moment
mjwﬁl@
afraid (adj) nén
interrupt () indsny
voice (n) \Jex
hiding (aq)) fiden
sound (v) ¥iFes
as if :muN
care () ldla
horrible (ad))
Tnede
hurt (ot %29 hurt)
¥h¥e
bullied (pt 289
bully) NELNE
nerve (n) \&uisyam
fear (v) nén
physically (aav)
YINTNMY
shrank (ot 209
shrink) $m1Ena3
defend (v) Untlag
servant (n) ausul#
offend (v)
Vhlvieudas

Jane Eyre 15



master (n) [Fwe
blind (ad)) lsitin
deaf (ad)) lsl16Eu
even though usih
hit (v) &, vh5e
ugly (ad)) shinden
suddenly (adv) viuii
force (n) us9, Mas
nearly (adv) {fiauay
fell over (ot 22 fall)
Ay
rude (adj) enumy
rat (n) aulusam
stood (ot 209 stand)
£
in silence athaSen o)
held out (pt 289
hold out) 1
right (n) i
gentleman (n)
gy
wear (v) #, Id
clothes (o) doih
paid (pp 229 pay) e
lesson (n) UniSen
reach () lu/ds
turn round (v) v
face (v) wEnymih
threw (ot 209 throw)
A
move (v) 2y
quickly (aav) 57
enough (adv) s
corner (n) 33
bleed (v) Foalva
instead of (prep)
wmdt
scared (adj) nin
angry (adj) laln
wicked (ad)) $25
cruel (ad)j) lnaxe
murderer (n) 2nan3
wait (v) 58, Aag
straight (prep) 939
began (pt 709 begin)
B
attack (v) laxidt

16 Jane Eyre

master, and my aunt was blind and deaf to what he did,
even though she saw him hit me often.

He told me to come to the chair where he was sitting.
I knew he would hit me, he always did. I looked at him
and thought how ugly he looked, and that was when he
hit me, suddenly, with such force that I nearly fell over.

‘That was for being rude to Mama, for hiding behind
the curtain, and for that look in your eye, you rat!’

I knew I mustn’t answer, so I stood in silence.

‘What were you doing behind the curtain?’ he asked.

I held out the book and he took it, “You have no right
to read our books. Mama says you have no money because
your father left you with nothing. You should be out on
the streets, not living with a gentleman’s children like us,
eating with us and wearing clothes that Mama has paid
for. Stand by that door and I will teach you a lesson.’

When I reached the door, I turned round to face him,
and then he threw the book at me. I tried to get out of
the way but did not move quickly enough. The corner of
the book hit me above the eye and made me bleed. Now,
instead of feeling scared, I felt angry, ‘Wicked and cruel
boy!’ I said. ‘You are like a murderer.’

‘What did you say?’ he cried. ‘Did you hear her, Eliza
and Georgiana? Wait till Mama hears about this.’

Then he ran straight at me and began to attack me,



pulling my hair and shouting ‘Rat!, Rat!” In came Mrs
Reed, followed by Bessie and Mrs Reed’s maid, Abbot,
who pulled us apart.

‘Take her to the Red Room and lock her in there,’
said Mrs Reed.

The servants took hold of me and I was carried upstairs,
but for the first time in my life I resisted them all the way.
I was so furious, I hardly knew what I was doing.

‘Hold her arms, Miss Abbot,’ said Bessie, ‘she is like
a mad cat!’

‘Why did you hit your young master?’ cried Miss Abbot.

‘Master! How is he my master? I am not a servant!’
I cried.

‘No, you are less than a servant because you don’t
even work for your food and clothes.” Abbot said. They
took me into the Red Room and were about to tie me to
a chair, but I cried out, ‘No! Don’t tie me to the chair, I
will sit still, I promise,” and I became calm.

Bessie stood in front of me, her arms folded. ‘You
should remember that your aunt keeps you here out of
kindness. If she sent you away, you would have to go to
the poor house.’

I'had heard these words for as long as I could remember.
Indeed, I had heard them so often that I did not really hear

the words any more, though they still hurt.

shout (v) azaan

pull sb apart (v)
FULeN

lock (v) 44

took hold of sb
(ot 989 take) U

carried (pt 709
carry) étN

upstairs (adv)
vlﬁ%uw

resist (v) inTu

furious (ad)) Insnia

hardly (aav)
wnuaglal

hold (v) 3u

mad (adj) thads

cried (ot %29 cry)
NGNS

less (adv) dhnh

even (adv) ugiue

work (v) N

tie (v) da

still (a0v) 7l

promise (v) &yan

calm (ad)) &1

in front of ¢uwnth

one’s arms fold
naman

remember (v) 31,
et

keep (v) Lém@

kindness (n)
ANHLNGGN

sent away (pt 7a9
send) ki)

poorhouse (n)
AOUALATIEA

word (n) @

as long as whdl...

indeed (adv)
RNz

often (adv) Uae«

any more (adv)
Sneialy

though (conj) wsih

hurt (v) & 9ana
Buthe

Jane Eyre 17



equal (ad)) whifles
kind (ad)) lad
add (v) naeia
kinder (ad)) Tadian
useful (ad))
fuselemd
pleasant (ad))
shmala
send away () dsld
punish () asly
strike (1) 3lax
dead (ad)) ey
hell (n) gamsn
say a prayer (n)
O
chimney (n)
taaslu
shut (v) Ia
largest (ad))
slmzﬂw‘/’;zj@
imposing (ad))
Taen
except (orep)
g
clean (v
MONNFLR
fire (n) w9
lit (pp 289 light)
aﬁLW
occasionally (aav)
elama
as well as
ety
miniature (n)
MANAVWALEN
deceased (ad))
SadeFRaudn
body (n) @n
laid (pp 209 lay)
Jans
coffin () lasemn
burial (n) m3iaen
honour (v) .5
memory (n)
ANNYIFIAN
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“You must not ever think of yourself as equal to your
cousins simply because Mrs Reed is kind enough to let
you live here,” Miss Abbot added.

Bessie’s voice became a little kinder, “You should try
to make yourself useful and pleasant, then perhaps you
would have a home here. But if you get angry and rude
then Mrs Reed will send you away.’

‘Perhaps God will punish the child,” said Abbot. ‘He
will strike her dead while she is angry and then where
would he send her but to hell. Say your prayers Miss Eyre,
because if you are not sorry, then something bad might
come down the chimney and take you away.’

They went, shutting the door and locking it behind them.

The Red Room was one of the largest and most imposing
rooms in the whole house, but it was almost never used. In
fact, hardly anyone went into the room, except some of the
servants to clean, and the fire was never lit. Occasionally,
Mrs Reed went in as this was where she kept some of her
jewels and letters, as well as a miniature of her deceased
husband. My uncle, Mr Reed, had been dead for nine
years. It was in this room that he had died and here that
his body had been laid in its coffin and taken for burial.
It was to honour his memory that the room was never

used. The large bed where my uncle had died sat at the



centre of the room as if it were an altar. It was draped with
heavy red curtains. There was a huge wardrobe with a
full-length mirror, there were red chairs and other heavy
pieces of furniture made from polished mahogany.

After a few minutes, | found the courage to get up and
try the door, but it was firmly locked. As I turned back to
my seat [ sight of my reflection in the mirror. In the near
dark, with my white arms and my eyes glittering with fear,
I looked like a ghost. I was frightened, but I was angry.
The violent cruelty of John Reed, his sisters’ selfishness,
my aunt’s coldness towards me and the servants never
defending me, were all too much for me.

‘Unjust! — Unjust!” my spirit cried.

There was a question that I kept coming back to, but of
course there was no answer to it —why did I have to suffer
in this way? All these thoughts went round and round in
my head, until, as it became completely dark and I was
as cold as stone, my courage failed me. Perhaps I was as
wicked as they said, they did not love me because I was
unloveable. Then I had a new thought. Before my uncle
died he made my aunt promise to look after me as one of
her children. I knew that if he were still alive, I would not
be treated so badly. I had heard stories that ghosts came

back if promises were not kept. I quickly wiped away

altar (n) uviuym
drape (v) agw
heavy (ad) v
huge (ad)) nnjla
wardrobe (n)
gdain
full-length (ad))
LAadh
polished (ad))
Fiionn
mahogany (n)
gazganmil
firmly (aav)
DENIUUUNIN
sight (v) 1
reflection (n)
MWEEDU
mirror (n) N3EanNLN
glitter (v) Thalszme
frightened (aq))
Fuamzmun
violent (ad))
e‘f%agmm
cruelty (n)
analvase
selfishness (n)
ANATHULAG
coldness (n)
ANHEUT
spirit (n) 3a3yanm
suffer (v) yndnsanu
courage (n)
ANANNAN
fail () v lFRaw
wicked (ad)) #35e)
unloveable (ad))
‘sivh3n
thought (n) aAnu@a
promise (v) dyan
look after (v) qua
alive (adj) fiFivae)
treat (v) UG
promise (n) My
kept (op 209 keep)
3N
wipe (v) \in
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