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BEFORE YOU READ

Reading Comprehension - Preliminary

1 Read about The Woman in White. Complete the text with the correct
word for each space from A, B, C or D.

The Woman in White is a book about mystery and crime. There are B
of dark secrets which the reader (1) ......... out about as the story (2) .........
told. In this kind of book, there is usually a hero, a heroine and a bad
person. In The Woman in White, there are two heroines. First, there is
Laura who Walter Hartright falls in love (3) ......... . She’s beautiful and
very sweet, but she does almost (4) ... . This was a popular type of woman
with English meninthe 19th(5)....... .. Thenthereis Laura’s sister, Marian, whoisn't
(6) ... her sister at all. She’s very clever, active and not very
pretty. She takes (7) ... of Laura and tries to protect her as
@) ... as she can, also with the help of Walter Hartright. Sir Percival
Glyde and his friend Count Fosco, are the two people they have to fight
against. Count Fosco is very clever and he's (9) ... one who thinks up
the plan which could destroy Laura’s life forever. Sir Percival Glyde isn’t
as clever as his friend, but he is just as bad as Count Fosco and will do
anything to get his hands on Laura’s money. Finally, there is the ‘Woman
in White'. She hates Sir Percival Glyde but you'll have to read the story to
discover (10) ........ .

A many B lots C very D much
1 A takes B goes C finds D brings
2 Ais B was C will D has
3 Ato B at C from D with
4 A something B everything C nothing D anything
5 A year B time C century D age
6 A so B like C as D alike
7 A time B care C worry D trouble
8 A good B many C little D much
9 A that B this C the D which
10 A why B what C who D because
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Writing/Speaking

2 Answer the following questions, then compare them with a partner.

1 What kind of books do you like reading? Why?

Listening

2 3 Listen to the start of Chapter One and decide if these sentences are
true (T) or false (F).

Walter Hartright was learning to draw.
The story starts at the end of July.
Walter Hartright had a good job in London.
Mr Pesca had just arrived in London.
The two men had been friends for a long time.
Mr Pesca was a drawing teacher.
Mr Pesca had found himself a new job in the
country.
Two women lived with Frederick Fairlie.
8 Walter Hartright left his mother's home after
midnight.
9 Itwasn't cold that night.
10 Walter Hartright met a woman dressed in white.

o b WN B

ooo o0Oo ooooood
ooo 0o Oooooodm.
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strange (ad))
Usevana
meeting (n)
MWL
drawing teacher (n)
azFauNagl
police (p)) 93
discover (v) dunu
crime (n) M¥INIIN
told (pop 229 tell) 1an
summer (n) ngTau
found oneself
(pt 209 find)
Ehdnasotfi..
London n3saauaan
Usswmedanne
visit () Wesuden
Hampstead
wesiaian wamis
luasunan
save (v) 1
life (n) T
Brighton luséiu
soiiennenne
maneilmanld
aILluneSIng
great (ad) fds
found sb a job
(pp 229 find)
mawls
country house (n)
AnTEITULY
lovely (adj) ¥i5n
ladies (p/ 289 lady)
FINEGT
draw (v) MagU
businessman (n)
fingata
Cumberland
fuasuaua
PR
andeamiions
Uszmedann

» 2 Chapter 1

London -
A Strange Meeting

THE STORY BEGUN
BY WALTER HARTRIGHT -
DRAWING TEACHER.

Sometimes the police don’t always discover crimes.
The story of this crime is told for the first time in these
pages. Walter Hartright, twenty-eight years old and a
drawing teacher, will begin the story.

It was the last day of July. After a long hot summer,
I found myself in London with no job and no money.
One evening | went to visit my sister and mother in
Hampstead. My old Italian friend, Mr Pesca was there
too. He had left Italy many years ago and now taught
languages in London. | had saved his life once in the
sea at Brighton a long time ago, and we had become
great friends.

‘I’ve found you a job in a rich country house,” said
Mr Pesca. “You’ll teach two lovely ladies how to draw.’

I’d work for a rich businessman, Frederick Fairlie of

Limmeridge House, Cumberland. He wanted me to start
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immediately. | thanked my dear friend and spent the rest
of the evening with him and my family.

It was almost midnight when | started walking back
to my flat in London. I was enjoying the peace and quiet
of that warm night when suddenly my heart almost
stopped — somebody had touched me on the shoulder.
I turned round. There, in the middle of the road was a
woman dressed from head to foot in white. ®

» 3 ‘Is this the road to London?’ she asked.

I looked at her carefully. Her face was very pale. She
was young and thin and had long, fair hair. There was
nothing wild about her. She was quiet.

‘Did you hear me?’ she said, still quietly and quickly.
‘| asked you if this was the way to London.”

“Yes, sorry,” | said. “This is the right road. | was just
a bit surprised to see you.’

“You don’t think I’ve done anything wrong, do you?’
she said. ‘I’ve done nothing wrong. I’ve met with an
accident.’

‘Please, believe me, | don’t think you’ve done
anything wrong,” | said. “Tell me how I can help you.’

‘Can | get a carriage?’ she said. ‘Is it too late? I've a
friend in London. Will you promise to let me leave you
when you find me a carriage?’

“Yes,” | said.

immediately (adv)
Tl
thank (v) sauqm
spent (pt 2av spend)
Ham
the rest of fiwmde
midnight (n) s
flat (n) unae, Vinsgm
enjoy (v) WaawanK
peace (n) anxasy
quiet (n) anuEay
warm (adj) augu
night (n) fdu
suddenly (adv) 37
heart (n) #la
almost (adv) \fiau
Stop (v) Neasin
touch (v) ueig
shoulder () lwa
turn round () #wly
dressed in (ad))
LENMEIeE...
from head to foot
NNFRTAN
carefully (aav)
athafitm
face () luwh
pale (ad)) T
thin (ad)j was
fair (ad)) ffsauans
wild (ad)) eusu
quiet (adj) [en
quickly (adv)
aehsmain
way (n) M9
right (ad)) gn
surprised (ad))
trzmaala
wrong (adj) e
met (pp 289 meet) WU
accident (n)
wig) @i
carriage (n) s03h
late (adj) @n
promise (v) &N
let (v) aynne
leave ) luan
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together (aadv)
v
towards (prep) luis
know () 33n
important (adj)
ey
people (o)) Han
hope (v) w33
person (n) au
name () o
ask v) 28
talk about (v)
ﬂgm‘%mm
angrily (adv) aehs
Tnanifiag
upset (adj) M3NniFey
decide (v) dadula
change (v) Lﬂéau
subject (n) Eaa
tomorrow (adv)
W‘g'aﬁy,
wish v) Ysanmn
happy (adj
fenuge
be born i
Hampshire
usailBes unuma
whamamnails
sauldvnsume
Sano
school (n) Tss3em
short (ad)) &
mention (v) e
a few ..
ago (adv) naw
one's people
%@uﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁu
answer (v) @au
dead (adj) me
husband (n) &
one’s little girl
anana

We started walking together towards London.
Suddenly she asked:

‘Do you know many important people in London?’

“Yes, why?’

‘Because | hope that there’s one important person
you don’t know.’

‘Will you tell me his name?’

‘I can’t — don’t ask me to talk about him!” she said
angrily.

| could see she was upset so | decided to change the
subject.

‘I’'m a drawing teacher,” | said. ‘Tomorrow I’'m
leaving London to go and work in Cumberland.’

‘Cumberland!” she said. ‘I wish | was going there
too. | was once happy there. | was born in Hampshire,
but I went to school in Cumberland for a short time. 1I’d
love to see Limmeridge House again.’

I couldn’t believe it and stopped suddenly. She had
just mentioned Mr Fairlie’s house.

‘Is there anything wrong?’ she asked.

‘No, it’s just that some people from Cumberland
mentioned Limmeridge House to me a few days ago,’
| said.

‘Ah! Not my people,” she answered. ‘Mrs Fairlie is

dead — and her husband too; and their little girl may be
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married and gone away by this time.’

We could see the lights and the houses of the city
now. A carriage stopped to let some people out. The
woman ran towards the carriage and got in it. She took
my hand and kissed it as the carriage drove away. The
woman in white was gone. Suddenly | heard the wheels
of another carriage. It stopped and two men spoke to a
police officer.

‘Have you seen a woman in white?’ said one of the
men.

‘No,” answered the police officer. ‘“Why are you
looking for her?”

‘She’s escaped from my Asylum!” said the other
man.

Escaped from an Asylum! She had seemed a little
strange but not mad. | got home but couldn’t sleep. |
kept thinking about the woman in white. Would we
meet again?

Morning came and | left for Cumberland. I arrived
at Limmeridge House late that night. When | got up
the next morning, it was a beautiful sunny day and |
could see the sea from my window. | went downstairs
for breakfast and met one of my pupils, Miss Marian
Halcombe. She was a young dark-haired woman, not

very pretty, but tall and slim.

married (adj) el

gone away (adj)
anly

by this time lunauil

light (m) usalwl

city (n) \iiag

let out () liasly

ran towards (pt a9
run) "ﬁﬁﬁma

gotin (pt 2av get)
dnly

took (pt 284 take) @

drove away (pt 789
drive) Tupanly

gone (adj) anll

wheel () 030

police officer (n)
Fwihiiehea

look for (v) enuwm

escape (v) nil

asylum (n)
Tssmeninath

mad (adj) ih

got home (pt 2av
get) fathu

kept doing sth (pt
299 keep) \fhu...

left for (pt 209 leave)
sanidumsluls

arrive (v) s

got up (pt zav get)
hnan

beautiful (ad)
(@me) uanla

sunny (adj) Sussuan

window (n) tinens

went downstairs
(pt 229 go)
aduans

breakfast (n)
anadh

pupil (n) NG

dark-haired (ad))
fpvarFidin

pretty (ad)) &

tall (adj) g

slim (ad)) waenu
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sister (n) ﬁ'sm,
PORGRS

headache (n)
2IMILande

uncle (n) ;

has one’s meals
with sb fAusns
FINL...

stay (v) ¢

ill (ad)) 1w

actually (adv) a3

explain (v) asiny

smiling (aav)
aEiNéNﬂ

twice (adv) amands

half-sister (n) Aiag
AUATNEVEDAUAZIN

parent (n) wa, ui

sweet (adj) sounNL

charming (ad))
faninA

later (adv) mewag

younger brother
(n) Hasmne

guardian (n)
wunasad

live (v) f§#3nag

even if faudih

different (ad)
LENEINg

fond of (adj) Fuaen

each other (pron)
e

manage to (v)
aan

accept (v) aNTU

country life (n)
e luruim

secretly (aav)
DR )

change (n)
mswdeuag

adventure (n)
MINARYAY

interested (ad))
aula

kindly (aav) @

‘I’m afraid it’s just the two of us for breakfast,’
she said. ‘“My sister, Miss Fairlie, has a headache and
my uncle, Mr Fairlie never has his meals with us. He
stays in his room all the time as he thinks he’s always
ill. Actually Mr Fairlie isn’t really my uncle and Miss
Fairlie isn’t really my sister.”

‘Sorry, | don’t understand,’ | said.

‘I’ll explain,” she said smiling. ‘My mother was
married twice. The first time to Mr Halcombe, my father,
the second time to Mr Philip Fairlie, my half-sister’s
father. Now our parents are all dead. My father was a
poor man and Miss Fairlie’s father was rich. Everybody
thinks I’m strange, and everybody thinks she’s sweet
and charming. Mr Frederick Fairlie, who you’ll meet
later, is Mr Philip Fairlie’s younger brother; he isn’t
married and he’s Miss Fairlie’s guardian. | won’t live
without Miss Fairlie and she can’t live without me —
and that’s why I'm at Limmeridge House. Even if
we’re so different, we’re very fond of each other. Will
you manage to accept a quiet, country life or will you
secretly wish for a change and adventure?”

‘I had an adventure, before coming here,” | said.
| then told her about my meeting with the woman in
white. She was interested and surprised to hear that the

woman in white had spoken kindly about Mrs Fairlie,
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her mother.

‘I wish we knew her name,” she said. “We must try
and solve this mystery. Don’t tell Mr Fairlie or my sister
yet; they’d get worried. After her second marriage, my
mother started the village school, but the old teachers
are all dead. However, | have the letters she wrote to
her husband. I’'ll look at them this morning while
you’re with Mr Fairlie. I’ll see you for lunch at 2 p.m.,
Mr Hartright, and you’ll meet my sister too. Till then
goodbye.”

I saw Mr Fairlie for not more than 10 minutes. He
was too tired and nervous to talk to me. He was a horrible
man. | met Miss Fairlie after lunch in the garden. How
can | describe Laura Fairlie as she was then before
everything that has happened since that happy moment?
She was a young, slim girl with long fair hair and light
blue eyes. A fair, delicate girl, in a pretty, light dress.
She was the most beautiful girl I had ever seen.

After a long pleasant drive in the countryside, | met
the two ladies again that evening for dinner. Miss Fairlie
was wearing a simple white dress. | later found out that
she always dressed in a simple way because she didn’t
want to seem richer than Miss Halcombe. After dinner,
Miss Fairlie went out into the garden. | was just going to

join her when Miss Halcombe called me. She had found

try (v) wenens
solve ) la
mystery (n) U3¢
getworried g
village school (n)
TasGemlumsjihn
teacher (n) a3
letter (n) aanuy
husband (n) #4&
for lunch wiefiu
awnInNaein
2 p.m. 14.00 .
till then goodbye
MnauLERREWITL
too...to ..1AunN
.
tired (ad)) Hamie
nervous (adj)
Uszanmide
horrible (ad)) we
garden (n) &
describe (v) us3eny
moment (n) F9@
fair (adj) deau
light blue (ad))
oo
fair (adj) se
delicate (ad)) vauing
pretty (ad)) &
light (ad)j) 119an
dress (n) *g@m‘iﬂﬂid
long (ad)) W
pleasant (adj)
shndamanla
drive (n) m‘sﬂiq
0dh
countryside (n)
PULN
for dinner
WoRuemnsen
wear (v) &3
simple (ad)) Geude
found out (pt 289
find) WU
richer (ad)) S99emh
join v) W
call (v) 5un
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interesting (ad))
shaula
listen v) Waug
speak about (v)
watls
ill (ad)) 1w
look after (v) qua
sweet (adj) sauniNL
little girl (n) gnana
fhivtae
about (adv) Usesnmk
older than unnm
dear (ad) 7i3n
name () o
do lesson hiEemw
a little deaviviny
slow (ad)) ¥
doctor (n) nua
improve (v) e
grow up () ladn
idea (n) anu@a
head (n) ¥, &upg
never (aav) line
forget (v) au
gave (pt 904 give) W
aslongas AT
live (v) #tiony
help (v) %3
remember (v)
JvAnhY
my love #sn
surprising (adj)
whlsgvana la
half so pretty
anellldieds
same (ad)) Wilaui
hair (n) ta
colour () &
shape of face guth
really (adv) 3339
look like (v) gudlau
keep the secret
Wuduanady
pass () sl
happily (adv)
athsflamnage
taught (pt 289 teach)
dan

something interesting in one of her mother’s letters.

‘Listen,” she said. ‘Here my mother is speaking
about the school. She says:

Dear Philip,

Mrs Kempe is very ill so her sister from Hampshire,
Mrs Catherick, has come to look after her. She has a
sweet little girl. She’s about a year older than our dear
Laura. Her name’s Anne and she’s going to come and
do lessons. Anne is eleven years old but she’s a little
slow. The doctor saw her but thinks she’ll improve, as
she grows up. Although she’s slow, once she has an idea
in her head she never forgets it. She’s so sweet, | gave
her some of Laura’s old white dresses and hats. She said:
‘I’ll always wear white as long as | live. It’ll help me to
remember you.” Now my love, the most surprising thing:
although Anne Catherick isn’t half so pretty, she has the
same hair, colour of eyes and shape of face as -’

‘Miss Fairlie!” I said. She was standing in the garden
looking towards us. She really looked like the woman in
white! So, Anne Catherick was the woman | had met on
the road to London!

“You see it now, as my mother saw it eleven years
ago!” said Miss Halcombe. ‘Let’s keep this a secret
between you and me for now.’

The days and weeks passed happily. | taught my
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pupils to draw and enjoyed being with them. Miss
Halcombe had become a great friend and Miss Fairlie?
I think you can guess. | was in love with Miss Fairlie!
Of course | never said anything and neither did she, but
it was obvious to everybody that we enjoyed being with
each other. Then everything changed.

One morning, | went down to breakfast. The ladies
hadn’t arrived yet. Then Miss Halcombe came in,
followed by Miss Fairlie. They seemed worried.

*Sorry,” said Miss Halcombe, ‘I was talking to Mr
Fairlie.” Miss Fairlie didn’t look at me. Her face was
very pale. Then Miss Halcombe said:

‘I’ve seen your uncle, Laura. He thinks we should
get the purple room ready; and Monday is the day — not
Tuesday.’

Miss Fairlie said nothing. She just looked down at
the table. Then she stood up, looked at me sadly and |
knew 1’d lose her soon.

‘Mr Hartright,” said Miss Halcombe, ‘get your hat
and come out to the garden. | need to speak to you in
private.’

| followed her out to the garden.

‘Mr Hartright,” she said, ‘during your time here,
we’ve become friends. | liked you immediately for the

way you were kind to the woman in white.’

pupil (n) %nEuW
draw (v) negy
enjoy (v) WWaALWEY
being with sb
ms MmNt
great (adj) #fann
guess (v) 1o
in love with %asin
of course uuuan
neither (adv)
Lifssns
obvious (ad))
Tuigaau
change () waenly
breakfast (n)
anadh
arrive (v) sis
came in (pt 7899
come) inan
follow (v) musn
worried (ad)) M9a
sorry (interj) w9t
pale (aq) T
uncle (n) |
get sth ready
wisas lngou
purple (adj) &
Monday (n) Tuiun$
Tuesday (n) Tudsms
look down (v) 1a3ad
table (n) 1§
stood up (pt 289
stand) 8N
sadly (adv)
aehale o)
lose (v) gaiie
soon (adv) lulsi#
In private enuaig
follow (v) ey
during (prep) 3219
time (n)
become (pp 299
become) naneiiin
immediately (adv)
Tt
kind (adj lad
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word (n) M
suddenly (adv) viufi
adventure (n)
M3naiY
as (adv) 1u§1u:
continue (v) wadia
discover (v) duwy
secret (n) aNuaU
sorry (ad)) dela
open (v) ia
hopeless (ad))
i
moment (n) $9m
cry (v) Yaslv
softly (adv)
aehasiung
hurt (v) v liduihe
each other (pron)
ALY
even more snnnil
engaged (ad))
Wimane
own (adj) vasdied
miserable (ad))
e
felt (ot 29 feel) 38n
future (adj) Tuawen
made sb do sth
(pt 289 make)
96
promise (v) Wi&yan
death-bed (n) e
Fuausaanuene
liking (n) msvey
disliking (n)
mslsiran
learn (v) Guuj
hate (v) \ndaa
marriage (n)
AR ITGRA RIS
important (adj)
ey
go away (v) amnlyl
so that wiefi
stranger (n)
aanmth
be born i

These words made me suddenly think of my
adventure again on the road to London.

‘As your friend,” she continued, ‘I’m going to tell
you that I’ve discovered your secret. You’re in love with
my sister, Laura. I’m sorry that you’ve opened your
heart to a hopeless love.’

She took my hand and at that moment, | wanted to
cry.

‘Listen to me,” she said softly. “You must leave
Limmeridge House, Mr Hartright, before you hurt
each other even more. You must leave because Laura
Fairlie is engaged to be married to a rich man called
Sir Percival Glyde, from Hampshire. You must leave,
not just for yourself but also for her. I, who love her
more than my own life, know how miserable she has
been since she felt this love for you. She doesn’t love
her future husband. Her father made her promise on his
death-bed two years ago. Till you came here, she was
the same as hundreds of other women, who marry men
without liking or disliking them, and who learn to love
or hate them after marriage. | know you’ll understand
how important it is for you to go away so that my sister
can find peace again. Be kind to her like you were with
the stranger on the road.’

Hampshire! Where Anne Catherick was born. She
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afraid of (adj) nan
dangerous (adj)
itgeatd]
future (n) aweaa
when (adv) dlols
ask (v) 1@
just then Tladias
servant (n) ausul¥
arrive (v) s
upset (ad))
avaunilaid
letter (n) aensng
receive (v) &5y
pack (v) ey
bag (n) nszih

had been afraid of a rich man from Hampshire. | had the
feeling that there was something dangerous about Miss
Fairlie’s future, but all I said was:

“Tell me when to go. I’ll do anything you ask.’

Just then, a servant arrived.

‘Please, Miss Halcombe, Miss Fairlie wants you.
She’s very upset about a letter she’s received,’ said the
servant.

I went back to my room to pack my bags, and Miss

Halcombe went to her sister. ®
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AFTER-READING ACTIVITIES

Stop & Check

1 Choose the correct answer, A, B or C about Chapter One.

Once, Walter Hartright had saved Mr Pesca’s life in
A London.
B Hampstead.
£ Brighton.
1 The woman in white on the road to London was
A quiet.
B old.
C wild.
2 The woman in white said
A she had done something wrong.
B she had a friend in London.
C she wanted Hartright to go in the carriage with her.
3 The woman in white knew Cumberland because
A she was born there.
B she had gone to school there.
C she lived there now with her family.
4 One of the men spoke to the police officer because
A the woman worked for him in his Asylum.
B the woman had left her bag in his Asylum.
C the woman had escaped from his Asylum.
5 Miss Halcombe and Miss Fairlie had
A the same mother.
B the same colour of hair.
C the same father.
6 Walter Hartright realised that Miss Fairlie looked like
A Miss Halcombe.
B heruncle.
C Anne Catherick.
7 Miss Halcombe told Hartright to leave Limmeridge House because
A he wasn't a good drawing teacher.
B she was in love with him.
C Laura Fairlie was engaged to be married to a rich man.
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