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on holiday
viamﬁy'ﬁumm
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lots of (det) snnane
money (n) G
travel (v) vioadten
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elder (adj) unnmh
stepson (n)
@mém (78)
married (adj)
eI
distant (ad)) vhs9|
relative (n) oné
younger (adj)
gtoand
stepdaughter (n)
@mém (W5g9)
daughter (n) gnamn
young (adj) engtiae
qualified (pp 209
qualify) fiauauiia
doctor (n) e

Character List

Hercule Poirot: the famous Belgian detective, who is

on holiday

Mrs Boynton: an old woman from America, who has

lots of money and is travelling with her family

Lennox Boynton: the elder stepson of Mrs Boynton,

who is married to Nadine

Nadine Boynton: a distant relative of the Boyntons,

who is married to Lennox

Raymond (Ray) Boynton: the younger stepson of Mrs

Boynton
Carol Boynton: the elder stepdaughter of Mrs Boynton

Ginevra Boynton: the younger daughter of Mrs

Boynton

Sarah King: a young woman who has just qualified to

be a doctor

Dr Theodore Gerard: a famous French doctor
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Jefferson Cope: an American friend of the Boynton

family, who knew Nadine before she was married

Lady Westholme: a well-known British Member of

Parliament

Miss Amabel Pierce: a middle-aged woman, who used
to teach very young children before she could afford to

travel

Mahmoud: a tourist guide, who looks after people

travelling to and staying at Petra

Colonel Carbury: the person in charge of running the

local area that includes Petra

friend (n) Lﬁau

knew (pt 289 know)
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before (conj)
fawfiaz

well-known (ad))
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member of
parliament (n)
FanTnigam

middle-aged (ad))
Aunanaat

used to (v) 1ag

teach (v) dauniisda

children (p/ 209
child) 16in )
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winler

tourist guide (n)
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stay (v) Wnaefe

person (n) au
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SUReTaL
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agree (v) Wiugne
kill (v) ah

word (n) fye
seem (v) qindlau
hang (v) aasany
still (ad)) sy

disappear ) mu/ly

darkness (n)
AN

city () laslvn

shut (v) Ua

danger (n) &1y

health (n) gunw

overheard (pt 209
overhear) 11918ty
1gEm

even (adv) usiug

remind () vnlsinge
crime (n) arnIIN
no doubt lsidisssdy

play (n) azas

as (conj) “ﬂm,.':"?;

thought about (pt
7289 think) finfle

voice () thidss

heard (op 229 hear)
1giam

sound (v) fhiBns

nervous (adj)
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excited (ad)) s

remember (v) 21

lay down (pt vav lie)

LOUFILEL
next door (adv)
ol

Chapter 1

Jerusalem

‘Don’t you agree that she’s got to be killed?” The words
seemed to hang in the still night air, before disappearing
into the darkness.

It was Hercule Poirot’s first night in the city of
Jerusalem, and he was shutting his hotel-room window
— the night air was a danger to his health! — when he
overheard these words. He smiled. ‘Even on holiday, |
am reminded of crime,” he said to himself. ‘No doubt
someone is talking about a play or a book.’

As he walked over to his bed, he thought about
the voice he had heard. It was the voice of a man — or
a boy — and had sounded nervous and excited. ‘T will
remember that voice,” said Hercule Poirot to himself, as
he lay down to sleep. ‘Yes, I will remember.

In the room next door, Raymond Boynton and his
sister Carol looked out of their window into the dark-

blue night sky. Raymond said again, ‘Don’t you agree
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that she’s got to be killed? It can’t go on like this — it
can’t. We must do something — and what else can we
do?’

Carol said in a hopeless voice, ‘If only we could
just leave somehow! But we can’t — we can’t.

‘People would say we were crazy,” said Raymond
bitterly. ‘They would wonder why we can’t just walk
out—’

Carol said slowly, ‘Perhaps we are crazy!’

‘Perhaps we are,” agreed Raymond. ‘After all, we
are calmly planning to kill our own mother!’

‘She isn’t our real mother!” said Carol. ‘She’s our
stepmother!’

There was a pause. ‘Do you still think she has to
die?” asked Raymond quietly.

“Yes, I do,” said Carol. ‘She’s mad — she must be.
She — she wouldn’t treat us so badly, torture us like this
if she wasn’t mad. It’s lasted for years and years, and I
don’t think it will ever stop. We keep saying, “She’ll die
some time” — but she hasn’t died! I don’t think she will
ever die, unless -

‘Unless we kill her,” said Raymond. ‘And you

or I must do it — not our brother Lennox, or our sister

go on (v) dufiugialy
like (prep) wislan
else (aav) Suﬂ
hopeless (ad))
Funs
if only tifizioue
leave () anly
somehow (aav)
e lafiona
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involved (ad))
Rt
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Ginevra. They mustn’t be involved.’

‘And we must do it quickly,” said Carol, ‘I’'m really
worried about Ginevra — she’s getting worse.’

‘And it’s not really wrong,” said Raymond. ‘It’s just
like killing a mad dog, before it hurts anyone else.’

Carol stood up suddenly, pushing back her red-
brown hair from her face. ‘But we would still be sent
to prison if we were found out. How could we explain
what mother is like? It would sound crazy — as if we
were imagining it

‘Nobody will know,” said Raymond. ‘I’ve got a
plan. We’ll be safe.

‘Ray,” said Carol, ‘you’re different in some way.
Something’s happened to you. Was it that girl you met
on the train?’

‘No, of course not,” said Raymond. ‘Carol, don’t
talk nonsense. Let’s talk about my plan.’

‘Are you sure it will work?” asked Carol.

“Yes, I am,” replied her brother. ‘We must wait for
the right opportunity, of course. And then — we’ll all be
free.

‘Free?’ Carol looked up at the stars. Then suddenly

she started to cry. ‘It’s such a lovely night, with the stars
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in the sky. If only we could be part of it all, like other
people. But instead we are strange and twisted and
wrong. Even if mother dies — isn’t it too late for us to
change?’

‘No, Carol, it’s not too late,” said Raymond. ‘But if
you don’t want to—’

‘I do want to — we must do it,” said Carol. ‘Because
of the others — and especially Ginevra. We must save
Ginevra!’

Raymond paused a moment. ‘All right, we’ll do it,’

he said. ‘T’ll tell you my plan.’
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