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Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The MONKEY SERIES are picture books based on the

ancient Chinese fantasy novel Journey to the West, a story rich
in fales about demons and monsters who fry to stop the Tang
Priest Xuanzang.from reaching the Thunder Monastery in India
to fetch Buddhist scriptures. The real hero of this novel, loved
for four hundred years by Chinese readers, is the resourceful,
brave and humorous Monkey.
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Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies
fungen9taeitie 1,111 nans

Monkey saves 1,111 babies,
tells what happens after the Tang“Priest and
his party arrive in a country whose king has
been bewitched by a monster, who fells
him to eat the hearts of 1,111 boy babies.
Monkey rescues the children and fights

the monster until the Star of Longevity
arrives and turns the monster back into

its true form —"a white deer.

m@udsumammmam 1,111
ﬂﬁﬂ‘a‘ sﬂusumnwsmm@uﬂwsmo%’mo
u,amm%@umammwaamawuaﬂ@oﬂ—
6@0(,Glﬂﬂﬂ‘a‘@‘ue’ﬁ.@ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ'\ﬂﬂﬂ‘i'}ﬂﬂasl%
wsz@ammam‘lwaonmsuau 1111 AU

\ usﬁngwua taﬂ"luumﬂmuuuﬂauﬂuﬁ
F19L0UFIUTA5F LA ITUADNI19913




6 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The previous s’rorg told how Monkey used all his ingenuity
to subdue three demon kings and rescue the Tang Priest and the
two other disciples, after which they left the Lion-Camel City
and headed west. They tramped over hill and dale and waded
across rivers. Affer fravelling several more months, they reached
another walled and moated city.
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No’ricing an old soldier standing near the wall, Monkey went
up fo him and saidy“Could I ask what this place is called?” The
old man replied, “This place used to be called Bhiksuland, but
its name has been changed to Boytown.”
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8 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The Tang Priest and his three disciples spent some time
walking around the sireets, admiring the general air of prosperity.
They noticed that hanging in front of every house there was a
goose cage covered with silk in five colours, and they wondered
why.
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Monkeg instantly turned into a bee, flew to one of the cages
and slipped in through the curtains to take a look. A little boy
was sitting inside. Monkey inspected eight or nine cages and all
were the same.
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10 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

Monkey turned back info his normal self and
reported fo the Tang Priest, who thought it was very strange.
Then they saw a.hostel in front of them. The Tang Priest said,
“We shall stay in this hostel fonight and tomorrow morning go fo
the palace to see His Majesty and have our passport inspected.”
“Yes, that’s good,” said Friar Sand.
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The hostel’s superintendent greeted them. When he
heard they were.monks sent by the Great Tang in the East fo
fetfch the scriptures from the Western Heaven, he immediately
ordered a vegetfarian meal for them and fold the staff on duty
to sweep out guestrooms for them. The Tang Priest thanked him.
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12 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

After dinner the Tang Priest asked about the goose cages.
“Forget them, reverend sir,” whispered the hostel superintendent
into the Tang Priest’s ear. “won’t you please settle down for the
night?” The Tang Priest seized the superintendent and demanded
an explanation. The superintendent dismissed all the staff on duty,
then he whispered to the Tang Priest.

NI NIUMTANTTaNTzSoTuToToleinnaSoonsevinu “Fusuly
Feanos ruldde” u:’neefiTsoeéumnsx%%ogwszﬁo%& “Tunaslaisu
mﬁﬂmmﬁuﬁu%a?” wsrSetudeRemindadunlivazdoliwresuiuse
iunaslalsinanmauaueenluudnssfuvenwsrSotuas



’gu%eaﬂo%w%m 1,111 U7 GO 1 'guw@ﬂo%w%m 1,111 pERL] 13

“Three years ago a Taoist came here and presented a
ravishing beauty fo the king. The king was enchanted by her
charms and gave_her the fitle of Queen Beauty. The Taoist was
rewarded with the title of Elder of the Nation.”
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14 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

“Since then the king has been active day and night, so he’s
suffering from nervous exhaustion and physical collapse. The royal
physician has tried every possible medicine without any success.”
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“The Taoist had a guilty conscience. He cheated the
king and said that he had a secret foreign formula that needed a
potion made from the hearts of one thousand one hundred eleven
little boys. Affer taking it, the king would have a thousand years
of vigorous life ahead of him.”
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16 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The superinfendent continued: “all the little boys in
cages are the ones.that have been chosen.” When he had finished
speaking, he left. After hearing the story, the Tang Priest could
not stop the tears from streaming down his face and he started
sobbing aloud, “Foolish king,” he exclaimed, “foolish king.”
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“Don’t grieve SO, Mas’rerg” said Friar Sand. “When you
present our passport tomorrow, you can see what the Elder of
the Nation lookslike. Probably he’s an evil spirit who likes fo eat
the hearts of boys.”
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18 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

“He’s l"ight99 said Monkey. “T'll use my magic powers. First,
I'm going to get the little’boys in the cages away from the city so
that the king will have'nobody fo fake the hearts out of tomorrow.”
As soon as he heard this, the Tang Priest said to Monkey, “What
an excellent suggestion]” Monkey then told Pig and Friar Sand
fo take good care of their master, and off he went.
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Monkey whistled, rose into midair, recited a spell and
said magic words.. The city god, the local deities, the officiating
immortals and other gods all came fo him. Monkey said to them,
“I want you to use your magic powers to get all the little boys,
cages and all, out of the city. Keep watch over them in secret.
When I've eliminated the evil, bring them back to me.”
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20 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The gods all listened to his order, then brought their
clouds down to land“so that they could use their magic powers.
The city was at once filled with a blustery wind that brought a
sinister fog. By midnight the gods had carried all the cages off
and hidden them in safe places.
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Next morning the Tang Priest was about to go to the palace
to present the passport when Monkey said, “Master, let me go with
you, then T'll be able to find out about the evil in this country.”
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22 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The Tang Priest said, “If you go, you will refuse to play
homage and the king may well take it amiss.” “T'll go with you
in secret and protect'you,” said Monkey, and he shook himself,
turned info a tiny insect and flew to the Tang Priest’s mitre. The
Tang Priest then headed straight for the palace.
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At the palace gaTes the Tang Priest fold the eunuch of-
ficer what he had.come for. The eunuch reported to the king.
The king was very pleased and said, “A monk from afar must be
a holy man.” Then he ordered that the Tang Priest be asked in.
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24 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The Tang Priest handed the passport fo the king. The king’s
sight was so blurred.that he had o make several attempts to read
the document before he could sign, seal and return it fo the Tang
Priest. The king was just about to ask why they were fetching the
scriptures when one of his aides reported, “His Excellency the
Elder of the Nation is here.”
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Leaning on onhe ofthis young attendants, the king struggled
down from his throne to greet the Elder of the Natfion. The Tang
Priest hastily got fo his feet, stood o one side and looked round
to see an aged Taoist arrogantly stride in.
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26 Monkey Saves 1,111 Babies

The Elder of'the Nation headed straight towards the steps
of the throne. The king leaned forward in a bow. Taking a step
forward, the Tang Priest bowed to him. However, the Elder of the
Nation sat straight and did not return the Tang Priest’s courtesy.
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The Elder ofthe Nation turned to the king and asked, “Where’s
this monk from?”_“He has been sent by the Tang court in the
East to fetch the scriptures from the Western Heaven,” the king
replied. “The road west is dark and dismal,” said the Elder of the
Nation with a smile. “There’s nothing good about it.” “The West
has always been a land of bliss. How could it not be good?” the
Tang Priest replied.
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When the Elder of the Nation heard this, he said, poinfing at
the Tang Priest, “YoU're talking a load of rubbish, monk. From
ancient times one who attains the Way has the most magic spirit|”
The king was delighted to hear this exposition, and all the court
officials exclaimed in admiration. The Tang Priest was overcome
by humiliation.
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