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Monkey Series

Capturing the Three Rhinoceroses
AnWaeautaIawse

The MONKEY SERIES are picture books based on the ancient Chinese
fantasy novel Journey fo the West, a story rich in fales about demons
and monsters who try to stop the Tang Priest Xuanzang from reaching
the Thunder Monastery in India to fetch Buddhist scriptures. The real
hero of this novel, loved for four hundred years by Chinese readers, is
the resourceful, brave and humorous Monkey.
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The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave ‘
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he Ogre of Linked-Ring -
'?';]} Cave, tells how Monkey defeats a leopard &
pirit and saves his master. The leopard spirit of }'M_\:
Linked-Ring Cave fricks Monkey, Pig and Friar yj-Seaeys
Sand and then takes the Tang Priest fo his cavex’s B\
to eat him. Monkey finds the cave, but <2 )
demon fries fo ftrick -him again. Monkgd, )
suspecting an evil plot, turns himself iy
firefly, flies into the cave and rescues the Tang

Priest.

) o d
TA19LRINTNUNSIUTIA vonian
(,fsao‘snm@uﬂ’dumamuswﬂmma‘@m'e
u,awmuwsma%’mewmumm‘ssﬂﬁwunu Uena
(,aa@'mmomwuﬂswsm 61%®v1uaoe'6uno@me
: Soldlunne wa %m\ﬂmwaana u,a'mamm ’
. 'awsmo’“o’uqo‘luuomv@amu%mua~nucuaws~ P))'
m%’ma %uwa@ﬂamummauwu Lb6ibA e
s‘mnwmmaﬂ’o’tamamwa@n@nme TUNGOS ""’/
aaﬁusluamﬂﬂﬂmmwv(a ummaem 1J
wuammuuuwﬂﬂumua CEALUWT LI D




6 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

The Tang Priest and his disciples left the country that
had no monks and went on their way to the West. One day
they reached a high mountain. Suddenly a fierce wind began
blowing and fog shut out the sky. The Tang Priest said in
fright, “Do you think this mountain has demons?” Monkey
replied, “Please get off your horse, Master, and wait while I
take a look.”
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Monkey jumped into the air and, looking down,
saw an old devil sitting on an overhanging cliff. On each side of
him was a row of junior demons, blowing out fog and wind.
Monkey at first thought he’d kill them, then he decided to let
Pig take them on, one by one, and practise his skills.
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8 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

When Monkey returned, the Tang Priest asked, “Are
the wind and fog good-.or bad luck?” Monkey replied, “There’s
a village not far. ahead where the people are so pious that
they’re steaming rice to feed monks. The fog must have been
steam escaping from their steamers.”
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Pig’s mouth began watering as soon as he heard
that, so he went up to his master and said, “Why don’t you all
sit here while 1 fetch some fender grass fo feed the horse,
then we can push on with our journey.” The master, delighted,
said, “Seldom are you so hardworking as you are todayl Be as
quickly as you can.” Pig made off at once.
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10 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

The junior deVils were waiting to trap any fravellers. As
soon as they saw Pig, they circled round him. Pig suddenly
realized that he had been tricked by Monkey. He pulled his
rake out from his belt and struck out wildly.
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The senior devil jumped down from the cliff and
shouted, “Where do you come from? What’s your name?” Pig
replied with a laugh, “So you don’t recognize me|] Come closer
and you’ll seel” So saying, he swung his rake at the senior
demon.
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12 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

When the old devil saw it was the Tang Priest’s disciple,
he was delighted: “I've heard that the Tang Priest’s flesh is very
tasty. You’ve come at the right time.” While the senior devil was
talking, the junior devils and Pig fought furiously.
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After a while, when Pig hadn’t refurned, Monkey began
worrying. He pulled out a hair, blew on it and furned it into his
double to stay with" his master and Friar Sand. Then his real
self leaped info the air o look for Pig.
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14 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

Monkey looked down and saw that Pig was
surrounded by devils.”He shouted, “Don’t be afraid, Pig|
Monkey’s herel” Recognizing Monkey’s voice, Pig grew more
ferocious than ever as he struck with his rake.
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As soon as Monkey saw that the devils were getting
beaten, he went straight back and put the hair back on his
body. Before long Pig returned too, sweating all over. When
the Tang Priest saw him, he asked, “Where is the grass for the
horse®” Panting with rage, Pig replied, “Elder brother fricked
me. I was almost eaten by the devils.”
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16 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

The Tang Priest asked, “what’s all this about?”
Monkey told him the truth. Then the Tang Priest said,
“Monkey, keep out. of mischief. Since the devils were driven
away, let’s hurry on with our journey.” So they went on their
way again.
:
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The senior devil, unhappy at his failure, fried to think
how he could get the flesh of the Tang Priest. A junior devil
stepped forward. and said, “I have a plan. Choose the three
best junior devils and transform them intfo demon kings to draw
the three disciples away. Then Your Majesty will be able to
catch the Tang Priest.”
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18 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

This suggestion delighted the old devil, who
said, “What a brilliant planl” Then he selected three capable
junior devils and _turned them info senior devils. With iron
maces in their hands they waited for the Tang Priest.
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As the Tang Priest and his disciples were going along,
suddenly they saw an old devil leap out from the side of the
road and rush straight at the Tang Priest. “The evil spirit’s
here, Pig,” Monkey shouted. “Get him|” Pig hacked wildly at
the devil with his rake.
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20 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

While the battle between ihe two raged back and forth
on the mountainside, there was a noise in the underbrush as another
monster sprang out and.charged at the Tang Priest. Monkey, surprised,
thought, “Pig, how could you let the monster escapel” He raised his
cudgel to fight the monster, and immediately the devil countered the
attack with his mace. While they were fighting, the monster led Monkey
o the south side of the mountain.
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A third devil sprang out as Friar Sand and his master
were going ahead. Friar Sand exclaimed in alarm, “What are
big brother and. second brother doing? They've both let the
devil get away.” Brandishing his staff, he blocked the devil’s
iron mace and started a bitter fight. After several rounds the
evil spirit drew Friar Sand to the north side of the mountain.
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22 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

While the Tang Priest was sitting on his horse
worrying, he heard a wild laugh. “Tang Priest, you have fallen
into my trap| Let.me eat your flesh, quicklyl” Without realizing
what was happening, the Tang Priest was seized by the deuvil.
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The old devil took the Tang Priest into a cave and called for
the junior devil who had thought up the plan. “Your brilliant plan has
succeeded, so I make you a vanguard. Bring the Tang Priest here and
tell the junior devils to fetch water, scrub the cooking pot, gather
firewood and light the fire. When he’s been cooked, you and I will each
have a piece of his flesh and live forever.” “Your Majesty,” the

vanguard replied, “he mustn’t be eaten yet.”
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24 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

66 99

Whg no’r? the senior demon asked. The vanguard said, “If
Monkey found out we’d eaten the Tang Priest, he’d thrust that gold-
banded cudgel of his info the mountainside and make a hole so big that
the whole mountain would collapse. We'd be homeless. In my opinion,
we should put the Tang Priest in the back garden until we’re sure the
three disciples have gone home. Then we can enjoy him at our leisure.”

“You’re right,” the old demon said with a laugh.
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The Tang Priest was taken info the back garden and tied
fo a free. Tears rolled down his cheeks as he called out,
“Disciples, where did you chase those demons in the
mountains? I have been captured by a wicked ogre. When will
I ever see you again®”
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26 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

After fighting off the devil, Monkey rushed back to
the road, but his master and Friar Sand had disappeared.
Greatly worried, he saw Pig coming, so he asked him
anxiously, “Have you seen our master?” “I expect Friar Sand
has taken him somewhere,” said Pig with a grin.
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Just at that moment Friar Sand turned up. “Where’s
our master?” Monkey: asked. Friar Sand retorted, “You two let
the demon escape and come back for our master. When I went
to fight the demon, he was left on the horse by himself.” At
this Monkey leaped with rage, shouting, “We were fooled| Our
master was seized by the devil.”
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28 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

Monkeg asked Friar sand to keep an eye on the horse
and baggage while he and Pig went to look for their master on
the mountain. They discovered a cave at the foot of an
overhanging precipice. The gate of the cave was shut tight and
above it a horizontal stone tablet said, in large letters, Linked-
Ring Cave.
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“Strike, Pigl” said Monkey. “This is where the evil spirit
lives. The master must be here.” At this Pig raised his rake and
brought it down on the gate with all his strength, smashing a
big hole in it. He shouted, “Ogre, send my master out at once
if you don’t want me to finish off the whole lot of you.”
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30 The Ogre of Linked-Ring Cave

At this the junior devils at the gate rushed back inside to
report. The vanguard ran o the gate and through the hole smashed in
it saw someone with a long snout and big ears. He turned around and
shouted at the fop of his voice, “Don’t worry, Your Majestyl It’s just Pig.
He wouldn’t dare try and nonsense with us. The only one to worry about

is that hairy-cheeked monk with a face like a thunder god.”
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“Bro’rher,” said Pig when he heard this, “he’s not scared of
me, but he is of you. Come here, quicklyl”™ “Evil spirit,” said
Monkey abusively, “send my master out and TI'll spare your
life.”
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