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The MONKEY SERIES are picture books based on the

ancient Chinese fantasy novel”Journey fo the West, a story rich in
tales about demons and monsters who try to stop the Tang Priest
Xuanzang from reaching“the.Thunder Monastery in India to fetch
Buddhist scriptures. The real hero of this novel, loved for four
hundred years by“Chinese readers, is the resourceful, brave and
humorous Monkey.
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"' Monkey Defeats Jade Hare
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Monkey Defeats Jade Hare, el
how Monkey defeats a false princess_and saves the
rea| princess in a city in India. When, the Tang
Prigst and his party reach dhe, city, the false
princess is tossing a ball to decide who her
husband is to be. The ball ‘hits the Tang Priest on
the head, but Monkey finds out the princess is
really the Jade Hare from-the moon. After rescuing
the frue princess, master and disciples continue o

their journeyfo the-West. U Y Y
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6 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

One dag the JJang Priest and his three disciples arrived at
a monastery with a huge signboard above the doors: Bujin
Monastery. “Bujin,..+"Bujin,” the Tang Priest thought. “Can we
be in India®”
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“Where are you from, teacher?” greeted a monk
as the Tang Priest and ‘his disciples stepped into the courtyard.
The Tang Priestireplied, “I've been sent fo the Western Heaven
by the great Tang Emperor to fetch the scriptures. I'd like to
stay the night here.”
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8 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The monk hurried to the abbot’s lodgings fo report. As soon
as the abbot heard, he“went to greet the monks from China,
who were then taken’inside to drink tea and falk.

4 a’JO’a)‘u‘i‘U ‘u‘usuW\V[tﬂ,ungsmmma‘m@swmuss@auslumu
N3 ﬂunﬂmm'a')av[.@ﬂess@asnum riuneenuIdousunaIvau
andisedundmdinluduruazsunuiiuduluy



BIEHINY :(msa.lgﬂ eou 1 funsemslsriunamurnszeitath 9

Strolling in the courtyard affer supper, the
Tang Priest and/Monkeg met a monk over a hundred years old,
who talked with‘them about China.
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10 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

As Theg were ’ralking, they heard a woman sobbing.
“Why is there aswoman’sobbing in this monastery?” the Tang
Priest asked. “A 'year  ago today,” replied the old monk, “I was
in the courtyard looking at the moon when I suddenly heard a
gust-of wind and a beautiful girl fell out of the sky.”
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“The girl said she was a princess, the daughter
of the king of India, and the wind blew her here when she was
looking at flowerssby moonlight. I fold the other monks she
was a monster, for fear of their misbehaving, and locked her
up in an empty room, giving her food and drink every day.”
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12 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

“T've sent people into the city several times to
inquire about the’princess, just to be told the princess is in the
palace. It has been.a year now. I don’t dare report this to the
king, nor do I dare let her out. Every night she cries and cries,
because she misses her parents.”
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Hearing JfhiS, the Tang Priest kept nodding and sighing.
The old monk continbed, “As you've come here, I beg you to
use your powers_to find out the fruth when you go info the
city tomorrow.” The Tang Priest turned to Monkey. “Disciple,
you must keep this in mind.” Monkey nodded assent.
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14 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The next dag they entered a busy street where people
were selling tea, wine, rice and other things.
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Ahead 1‘heg SAW a_government office and went inside. “I have
a passport to present atwcourt for inspection,” the Tang Priest fold the
assistant. “I should like to have an audience with His Majesty today.
When does he hold court?” The assistant replied, “As luck would have
it, foday the princess is going to toss a coloured ball fo choose a
husband. I believe His Majesty has not yet ended his morning audience.
This could be a good time to go.”
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16 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The Tang Priest and Monkey went to the sireet where
everyone was waiting“for the coloured ball to be thrown. “I
don’t think the king.Mould bother with court business now,” the
Tang Priest said. “Let’s turn back.” “Master, we could take a
look-at the princess to find out whether she is genuine or not.”
“Right|” the Tang Priest agreed.
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As the princess looked around, she saw the Tang
Priest approaching, so.she took the coloured ball and tossed it
to him.
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18 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The ball hit the Tang Priest on the head. At

once everyone shouted, “She’s hit a monk| She’s hit a monk|”
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The Tang Priest grumbled at Monkey for faking him
there. “Go fo theé palace to see the king,” Monkey replied with
a laugh. “If the\prificess insists on marriage, you must say to
the king, ‘Please send for my disciples so that I can fake my
leave of them.” When I am summoned to court, I'll be able to tell
whether the princess is real or not.”
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20 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

Palace maids and high and low palace officials
came running together!” The princess took hold of the Tang
Priest and they'goi“into the royal carriage. The procession
refurned fo the palace gates.
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The king was smost _displeased to hear that his daughter
had hit a monky/but since it was so, he asked the princess and
his future son-in-law to enter the court.
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22 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The princess and the Tang Priest approached the
throne and dropped tostheir knees. “My daughter, you have hit
a monk with the ‘cololred ball. I don’t know how you feel about
that,” said the king. “Your Majesty,” the princess, kowtowing,
replied, “as the saying goes, ‘Marry a chicken, follow a chicken;
marry a dog, follow a dog.” I beg you fo take him as your son-
in-law.”
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“I am 9ra’refu| for/Your Majesty’s heavenly grace,” the
Tang Priest, bowing, said. “I have three disciples outside. I beg
you to call them_ing since I havent taken leave of them.” The
king asked that the Tang Priest’s three disciples be brought fo
him.
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24 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

“Where are you three gentlemen from®” inhe
king asked Monkey, Pig‘and Friar Sand. “My ancestral home is
in the Mountain ‘of Flowers and Fruit,” Monkey answered. “My
father was heaven, my mother earth, and I was born when a
rock-split open.”
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“Who is the second disciple®” ihe king asked. “I
was appointed Marshal” Tian Peng by the Jade Emperor,” Pig
replied. “Once T,got drunk and misbehaved, for which I was
exiled to the mortal world with the likeness of a pig.”
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26 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

Friar Sand then told his story. The king, delighted,
said to the Tang/Priest, “Son-in-law, this royal marriage was
arranged by Heaven:”
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Just then the’chief astrologer came to report: “The twelfth
day of this month is%a lucky time for weddings. Today is the
eighth.” This pleased the king. He invited his future son-in-law
and his three disciples into the imperial garden to wait for the
auspicious fime.
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28 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

66 . 99
What will happen when you see the princess?” the

Tang Priest asked. “My, fiery eyes with their golden pupils will

be able to tell whethér she is frue or false,” Monkey replied.
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On the twelfth day an official reported, “The
wedding is ready. Your humble servant awaits Your Majesty’s
order.” The king,was delighted.

4 o da o . R § .
LARIUNAUADIUING drsr5uFwrsiinuinsiunatn
“9uefuNANTHIMOTUULTUUSoLAY T1ilousanszlyriaindiuin
NeHzAE” DIATIFINTINONTZNEIDEiN9EIg



30 Monkey Defeats Jade Hare

The kmg was,just about to command that the wedding start
when a eunuch from theé inner quarters of the palace reported
to him, “Your Majesty, the princess asks you fo come.”
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The king then” went to the inner quarters of the palace and
said, “Princessy today’is a lucky day. Let us hurry to the
wedding banquet and not be late.”
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