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Introduction

Thailand is a beautiful country, there is no way of enjoying
your stay without knowing how to communicate with the
people. No matter how difficult it is, if you want your stay to
be memorable, learning the language is a must:

The author of this book hadyd\lot/0f experience in
teaching Thai to foreign studeats in the university both in
group as well as in individual foryquite a number of years,
she knows where the diffieultyi lies. Therefore, in order to help
those who want to learn Thai language by themselves, she
complied her knowledge.in Thai language teaching into this
little book “ThaiTanguage for the Beginner”.

The publisher‘hopes, if the learners persist in learning
and follow the stéps given in this book, they will surely be fluent
in speaking and reading in no time.

Words of advice, intonation is one of the most important
in Thai language, so try to pronounce the words correctly from
the very beginning and you will have no difficulty later on.
Remember pronounce the wrong tone is like playing the wrong
key.

Enjoy your stay and have fun in learning the language.

Duangkamol Publishing
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1.1 Vowels

There are 21 vowel sounds{‘dividéd into 2 groups:
18 single vowels and 3 diphthongs.

Chart 1 : Vowel sounds
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The phonetic transcription

for Thai language

Sounds | Thai Meanings Similar Sounds

Examples in English

= /i/ /binJ tofly bin

= /ii/ /pii/ year pea

-z | /ef I'yen / cool yen

I- / ech / keen / to conscript gain

g |lel /ben / to share bank

It- /eel / phee / raft pear

= /il /diny / to pull pedal

o /i/ / mi / hand -

0% | /af /pra/ dirty about, the

-8 | /99/ 99| /doan/ to walk burn

- /al / kan / to prevent gun

= [aa/ / kaa / Crow father

2 /ul/ /yuyy / mosquito foot

ks /uu/ /puun/ | cement food
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1.2 Consonants

/ol /bon/ | on,up obey .
/ 0o/ / too / big toe
1 /9] /hd/ to soar - horrid
/23] /khdd/ | neck corner
| /#a/ | /ria/ | boat - ]
/ua/ /khrua/ | kitchen croissant, tour

The sounds of Thai consonants consist of 20 initial
consonants and 8 final constants.The initial consonants are
further divided into single consonants and clusters.

Chart 2: Single Initial Consonants

s | (i [
U /bl / bin / to fly be
il /p/ / puuy, a crab spoon
W /ph/ / phan'/ thousand pun
A /d/ / duu / to look at | do
# /t/ /taa/ eye star
N /th/ / thoon/ gold tongs
U *k/ /keen/ axis gander
f /kh/ / kham / word come
9 el / ciin / Chinese jean
y /ch/ / chaam / bowl charm
W /1] /fan / tooth fun
Ny | /s/ / saay / sand sign
i /h/ /hay / to give hi

= viaoumaiosolng



] /w/ / wan / day won

] lyl /yan/ still young

U /m/ / maa / to come mar

U {1 /noon/ to lie down | naught
N /qy/ / naw / shadow singing
] /1] / ram / bran rum

a /1/ /lem/ to nibble lemon

(*/ k,c / are unvoiced while “g, j”” are voiced)

Chart 3: Clusters

Thai : imilar Sounds
Sils E::::nples pfeanings iSn English
n: | *kr/ / kraam / molar gramme
(] ) ) / Klna'/ to be scared | glow
1 | */ Kwi/N| /[Kwaarn/ | deer language

(*/kr, kh, kw /are unvoiced, while “gr, gl, gw” are voiced).

A3 | /khr/ / khray / who cry
fAa | /khl/ / khlam / to fumble | clam
M7 | /khw/ | /khwan/ | smoke queen
A3 | [ted /troy/ straight strong
e pr/ / preen/ brush spring
ia | /pl/ / plaa / fish splash
W3 | /phr/ / phraan/ | hunter pray
Wa | /phl/ / phleen/ | song play
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Chart 4: Final Consonants

Soimnds Thai Meanings Note
Examples
Bl /-p/ /sip/ ten The sound of
w-a | /-t/ / peet/ eight the final
-N /-k/ / hok / six consonant is
- /-m/ / sdam / three not released.
1 /-n/ / stiun / Zero
-3 /-n/ /sdo1)/ two
-8 /-yl /130y / hundred
1 /-w/ / kaaw / mine
1.3 Tones

There are 5 tones whichsignify the meaning of the

words.

Chart 5: Tones

Symbols | Labels | Tone Meanings
Distribution

- mid / khaaw / 117 smell of flesh fish

s low / khaaw / 417 news

A falling / khaaw / 912 rice

# high / khdaw / A1 a kind of fish

v rising / khaaw / ¥ white
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The Characteristics
of Thai language

2.1 Thai is a tonal language, whi€hnis the meaning of
a word depends upon the tone. eg,
o / sia / (low tone) =/4 niaf’
i@o / sta / (falling toné)= a blouse, shirt.
/e / sia / (rising fon€) & a tiger.

2.2 There are wot indefinite or definite articles (a,
an, the), but there.ate many final particles to show the
politeness, quéstion, tequest, persuasions and enforcement.
They are / khrap kba, ca, c4, n4, 13, si, may / etc.

ASU Az M1 AT UL AT d Inu
2.3 Adjective follows noun e.g.
English: Black cat is in the white room.
Thai : / meew dam yuu nay h5n khaaw / ( black =
/ dam /, cat =/ meew /, is =/ yuu / in =/ nay /, white = /
khaaw / room =/ hdn /)
2.4 There are words called “Classifiers”, used
a) After the numeral e.g.
English: One house  Thai: /Béan nif) 13/
Two houses /Baan sdonlan/
(house, houses = /baan/, one = /n\'+r)/, two = /sdon/, /lan/ is
a classifier for house)

o
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b) Before the ordinal or demonstrative e.g.
English: The first house. Thai:/ban 141 thii nin/iuumdsiinils
The second house.  /bAan la 1 thii sdon/fhundsiiaes

This house /baan a0 nii/thundail

That house /baan lan) nan/humdniu
(First = /thii nin/, second = /thii s3o1)/, this = /nfi/, that = nan)

ﬁwﬁ"o ﬁﬁ@\‘i i’: ‘Ijju

2.5 A word does not change its form, regardless of
how it is used in a sentence e.g.
1. English: I go to school. Thai: /phdm pay roofrian/
N STNERTCTNY
He goes to school. /Khaw pay roonrian/mlilssseu
I went to school.  /phomrpay roonrian/mylilTsaGeu
(I =/phom/ go, goes, went =./pay/,School = /roofrian/)
MY Tl T5ai5ou

2. English#Ofe tooth. Thai: /fan nif sii/fumile

Two téeth. /fan s3o1) sii/fueess
(tooth, teeth = /fan/, /sii/ is a classifier for tooth, teeth.)
o &

2.6 A word may be repeated in order to express
plurality or emphasis e.g.
1. English: Friend ~ Thai: /phian/iieu

Friends /phian phian /ifiow iiiow
2. English: good Thai: /dii/.a
very good /dii-dii, dii maak/a @, fdunn

S ainomenadoiolng 6
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Thai writing system

Thai writing is an alphabetical. system with 44
consonants, 32 vowels and 4 tone marks. Phonologically, it
appears that a certain sound is represénted’by more than one
symbol. Phonetically, the Thai Janguage has 20 consonants,
21 vowels and 5 tones.

The Thai languages writefrom left to right without
punctuation between words, The punctuation will come at
the end of sentence or @ long phrase, for example:

munIngliéniae  Thai language is not difficult at all.
Pronouncing:/phaa-sia thay may yaak laay/.

Since\Thai language has a lot of loan words from
neighboring languages, many words are spelled in such a
way that they represent the original words, such as Pali or
Sanskrit, but they are usually pronounced in a Thai way,
some consonants are silent and some symbols vary in
sound representation.

3.1 Consonants (weéisyyuz /pha-yan-cha-na)

Symbols

A Thai consonant alphabet is always named in
association with an object or a living thing, and that alphabet

7 w‘aa’muwm@ﬁa?»ny@



is usually an initial consonant of the syllable meaning that
object or living thing. For example, n, is named n. I,
pronouncing /koo kay/. The word «1n” which means a chicken
has n. as an initial consonant. All consonants are pronounced
by putting /29 / after the sound which they represent.

Below are the consonants symbols, their names, the

meanings of names, and their phonetic symbols. They are

presented in alphabetical order.

No. | Consonant Ririeas Meanigey Phonetic
Symbols. symbols.
1 | N koo kay chicken /k/
2 |9 khdo  khay egg /kh/
3 | w* khdo  khuat bottle /kh/
4 | n khoo  khwaay water buffalo /kh/
5 | 9F khoo  khon human /kh/
6 | N khoo  Td-khan bell /kh/
7 |3 noa uu snake m/
8 | 3 [¢5h) caan plate e/
9 | R chdo # chin cymbal /ch/
10 | ¥ chod  chaan elephant /ch/
11 | % 8§20 s00 chain /s/
12 | 2 choo  chas tree /ch/
13 | Yoo yin woman Iyl
14| q oo chi-dag |Pinmacled =
coronet
15 | 9 too pa-tak goad Il
16 | 3 thdo  thdan base /th/
17 | W thoo  monthoo |2 charagter in /th/
Ramayana
18 | o thoo  phtiu thaw |aged person /th/
19 | ¥ nod neen novice monk /n/
20 | A doo dek child /d/
B vissrmivdsing 8



No. | Consonant s Meanings Phonetic
Symbols. symbols.
2171 a too taw tortoise t/
200 |NE) thoo  thun bag /th/
23 [ W thoo  thd-haan soldier /th/
24 | B thoo  thon flag /th/
25 | U noo niiu mouse /m/
26 | U boo baymday | leaf /bl
27 | 1 pod plaa fish /p/
28 | W ph3o  phin bee /ph/
29 | o 0  fda lid, partition /£
30 | 1 phoo  phaan a.plate with /ph/
high base
31 | 9 foo  fan tooth It/
3219 phoo  samphaw: e it
. schooner
33 | u moo maa, ~ | horse /m/
34 | @ yoo ¢ pyild demon lyl
35 | 3 oy, ( boat, ship It/
36 | a 100 lin monkey 1/
37| 2 VAN wad  wéen ring Iw/
38 | # $30 sda-laa pavilion /s/
39 | ¥ $90 ri-sii hermit /s/
40 | o 83D sia tiger /s/
41 | w hdo hiip case, baggage /h/
42 | W 100 cu-laa name of a kite /1/
43 | 20 -dan bowl -
44 | @ hoo nok htiuk | owl /h/

*q@ and n are obsolete. Consonant no. 43, o, only
fills in the initial consonant position in the syllable which
has no initial consonant. It takes the tone distribution of
the mid consonants.
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Thai consonants are classified into three groups,
according to their characteristics: mid consonants, low
consonants and high consonants. These three groups of
consonants will effect different tone distributions, which
will be discussed later.

3.1.1 Mid consonants. There are nine letters but six
sounds in the mid group, as shown in the following chart.

Consonants | Pronouncing | Phonetic:Symbols

f koo /k/
9 co0 /c/
| dod /d/
A ddoo /d/
) t20 It/
f t2o It/
U bao /bl
i poo /p/
0* 20 -

*The sound of “®” is the sound of a vowel as shown
in chart 1 (1.1)

S aiaomenioFalng 10



2 High consonants. There are eleven letters but
nd of high group. The following chart shows all
_wers of the class

Consonants | Pronouncing | Phonetic Symbols
9 khdo /kh/
U
kh3o /kh/
(obsolete)

2 chdo /ch/

g thdo : /th/

0 th3o /th/

W ph%2 /ph/

W £55 It/

ol $99 /s/

Y $30 /s/

o $30 /s/
e hdo /h/

* A high consonant is usually pronounced with a rising

tone.

11 @é’ma’7@t;m£o§@7mf/$



3.1.3 Low Consonants. There are twenty-four letters
but fourteen sounds of low group. The chart below shows

all of them.

No. | Consonants | Pronouncing | Phonetic symbols
1 0 khoo /kh/
2 (Obsjlete) khoo /kh/
3 9 khoo /kh/
A 3 oo m/
5 ¥ chdo /ch/
6 G See) /sl
7 2l choo /ch/
8 iy yoo Iyl
9 ¢ thoo /th/
10 el thoo /th/
11 ! noo /n/
12 n thoo /th/
13 ] thoo /th/
14 u noo /n/
15 il phoo /ph/

SR ainoemaiodolny
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16 W 20 /f/
17 n phoo /ph/
18 U moo /m/
19 EJ yoo 1yl
20 3 5 It/
21 a 100 N
22 2| W00 Iwl
23 W 100 1/
24 Gl hoo /h/
Either a mid consonant or a low consonant is usually
pronounced with a mid tone,The difference will occur in
the word formation.

3.2 Yowels(asz - sa-ra)
Therewaze thirty-two forms of vowel in Thai. Among

them, eighteen are single vowels: short and long, six are
diphthongs, the four contain the sounds of two initial

consonants /r/, /1/.
The following 3 charts are the forms of single,

diphthong and special vowels: the ones which contain the

sounds of consonants.

13
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Chat 1: Single Vowels

Short Tornss Phonetic Long forms Phonetic
Symbols symbols
= fa/ -1 Jaa/
- /il B fii/
- i - Jiif
5 lu/ = /uu/
e le/ - leel
- lel b= lee/
1-¢ /o/ 4 /ool
Lt I/ 0 /20/
g ol -0 /2a/

Note: A blank as.amatked by a dash is a position where

a consonant is inserted to form a syllable or a word.

Chart 2: Diphthongs

Short forms g;l::;)e;lisc Long forms :;;gztlisc
=g fia/ = fial
=0z fhal # hia
=3 Jua/ = Jual

The phonetic symbols /ia,ia, ua/ are used for both
short and long vowels forms because the short forms are
scarcely used.

970 Menb0F e 14




Chart 3: Special Vowels

Forms Phonetic Symbols
A /am/
1- Jay/
1- /ay/
-1 /aw/
0 /tif
a1 fid/
N K/
M /h/

3.2.1 Order of vowels.

There are two ofdering systems in the Thai vowels,

the traditional order, thedictionary order. The traditional
order will go by/sounds and it does not cover all variant of
vowel fornS./The traditional order system is as follows.

No. | Forms_+| Sounds B o P.mf“m Meaning
es ciation
1 - a ny ka | to estimate
2 -1 aa i kaa |crow
3 x i @ ti to blame
4 s i A dii | good
5 = i A din | to pull
: a % *iio mii | hand
it yin | to stand

15
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T = u an suk | ripe
8 - uu 9 duu | to look
9 -2 e 15H té to kick
10 - ee n thee | to pour
11 =g € oy le and
12 - g€ LW phee | raft
13| 102 =) (RH 15 messy
14 -9 =50 150 99 to belch
15| 1 0 Tule pO+, | to'coat over
16| 1- 00 Tn too % | big
p nock,
17| 2 3 1Y kh3 tok
rap
18 -9 90 0 khoo | neck
" ua -
19| -2 WY hua |-
(Shert) p
20| 21 Hel F hUa | husband
(lorg) P
- 1a -
21 | 1 - o2 Ny hia |-
(short) p
i 1a 3 . t=
22 1-4 138 mia wife
(long)
A ia A
23 | 1= oY oY hia |-
(short) p
A 1a A .
24| 1= 159 ia a boat
(long)

S aiaomeniodalng 16



25 = am an dam | black
26| - ay Tu nay |in

4 spinning
27 1 ay T nay | oo
28| 1-1 aw 1A daw | to guess
29 9 Ii 09 ri-duu | season
30| o Tii 08 ri-s1i | hermit
31 b li 32NN ra-lik | to recall

, li- | widely

5 M 5 i chaas| known

o 1s filled in after the initial consonant when the syllable

with 2 has no final consonant,
No. 19, 21, 23 are used inonomatopoeia.
No. 31, 32 are obsolete.

3.2.2 Positions.of vowels

The vewels occur in five positions: before, after, above,
below and stirround a consonant. The following charts show
vowels in all pesitions in words.

Chart 1. Vowels before consonants.

Forms | Words Pronunciation | Meanings
- InI3 kee-ree wayward
1= Uy been flat
1- Tou yoon to throw
- Tal pay to go
1- T cay heart

1z
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Chart 2. Vowels after consonants

Forms Words | Pronunciation Meanings
-2 Y ca shall, will
=Tl Ul naa rice field
A Gy kham word
4 o phoo enough
-8 %ﬁz cua * very
o 12 bua water lily

(4
*972 is used after the word “417” /kha aw/=white, used

as intensifier, means “really white.’

Chart 3. Vowels above consonants

Forms Words | Pronunciation Meanings

- AU din soil

- T piin to climb

=X =< .

8 Y sim drowsy

A A ..

- GEY liim to forget

Chart 4. Vowels below consonants.
Forms Words Pronunciation | Meanings
: 9 du to scold
; 9 duu to look
@mﬁa’maﬁoé‘ﬂmy 18




Chart 5. Vowels surround consonants

Forms Words Pronunciation | Meanings
{ crushed,
L-g (GH 1€
mushy
-g 1 ke sheep
L= 12 e k> island
a particle
- B 1Ny thd expressing
decision
L~ 8 150 thoo you, she
g to throw
T-¢ Ta 16
down
1= 9 1ay lia to lick
=) 1PoU dian month
] (e Saw post

No words for the forms 1 Z#g, 1= oy

3.3 Tones (355840 — wan-na-yiik)

There are five tones in Thai language: mid, low,

falling, high and rising. There are four tone markers for
low, falling, high and rising tones. There is no tone marker
for mid tone. The following charts show the tones and tone

markers.

19
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Chart 1. Names of Tones

Phonetic Pronun g
Types Symbols Name Words ciation Meaning
mid - i i n maa | to come
man
low ) sian eek 1o pit | to close
falling a sian thoo | 11N maak | many
high . siar trii fn khit | to think
s sla 2 "
rising v N rJ\ o sl colour
cattd-waa
Chart 2. Names of tone markers
Types Name Words | Pronun | “tone Meaning
ciation
) 1h péa low forest
maay ; 4 .
' dek no phd falling | father
137 praa low untasty
5 ih paa falling | aunt
” maay: ¥ » .
p riu high to know
the© v R . .
N9 | kwaan | falling | wide
o meay in kée high false
trii
- maay + . . fantastic,
catta- 17 CeEEW nsINg | pright
waa
Note 1.The tone marker is put above the initial consonant

or the second letter of the cluster initial.

2. The tone of the marker varies as the class of the
consonants: mid, high and low.

3. From the chart 1, it indicates that the words without
tone markers make tones too.

«. . _.
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3.4 The names of some writing symbols

1. 1¥6d /maay tay kkiu/ < This sign is used
to signalize a short vowel. e.g.
i@n /1ék/ 1§ /pen/

2. ldoun /mday ya-mok/ “a” This sign is used to
show word repetition. e.g.
idnq /1ék 1ék/  @ae /than) taan/

3. #Iffliumang /méday than-tha-khaat/ «”> This
sign is used to put above the consonant‘that is not pro-
nounced. e.g.

msqu /kaa-tuun/ “gfi/1ee/

4. liviuemsr /maayshan-aa-kaat/ «“» This sign
is used to replace thesvowel*a”, when the word has a
final consonant. e.g.
WlAvan /; 61/ yan/.

5 1enalfin) /pay yaan yay/ “a@a” This is used
in the same'way as “etc” in the English language.

6. anavlne / tua-léek thay /
olvmadXoaddEo
1234567890

* The silent mark “*~ usually is called “kaa-ran”,
so the word 1a¥ distributed as a + 1 + % + *, pro-

nounced “1oo sara ee hdo kaa-ran”.
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3.5 The changed forms of some vowels

Some vowels which are followed by the final
consonants will change their forms. The following chart
will show the change of those vowels

Vowels | Changed | Examples Note
) “¢” 1s deleted and
= wHy = , g .
-2 [a/ - el s /mday han aa kaat/
c ca —
P« is added.
o B ‘@ 7 1§ deleted and
we+u =, 10y - A P
g Jel 12 - /m\/ e /maay tay kkudu/
teh - JIeIN |« 5 added.
T—2 /o/ - Itjg-HJ Sy g s deleted.
16/ Alom/
. | “¢”1s deleted and
—s / 4 UNsE+U =uniu . )
o S AN /maay tay kkau/
€ AKren/ | s 2 is added.
s “-9” which is the
{2 0o+ = 1Y - ,
. art of the vowe
/ Icoom/ | P
j = is deleted, and
oo/ “ 77 is added
109+y = 10y ;
2.1— 4 except the final
/laa/ /laay/ 4 [{P%:2)
consonant is “g
w fi1+a = wia | The part of vowel
= ’J/ua/ == X o 99 2
/htla/ /hiat/ is deleted.
@»fﬁ)@ﬁﬂt%@t@ﬁ@lﬂﬂ 22




Note. The symbol ““”* can not be used for the words with
tone markers. e.g.

1Wz-H =14 /phen/, mg+a+ - = wis /phén/

g+ = 19 /khén/, we+u+ - =W /khen/

ug+ = udie /khEn/, nug+ar - = uia /khen/

23 w’aa’ma@'@ﬁ@?me/§
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